
A Deluge 

Key Stage 1 

1 hour classroom lesson plan  
 

Learning Objectives 

To learn to how to represent the movement of the sea, the wind and 
water using exploratory mark making and manipulation of paper     
surfaces. 

Success Criteria 

 Most pupils will have made marks to represent the movement 
of the sea using single tones of grey, white and black.  

 Some will have made more progress and have manipulated 
their mark making work by ripping, cutting or folding it into 3D 
shapes to further describe the deluge. 

Quick Starter/Intro  

Show the learners a copy of Leonardo’s drawing A deluge. Inform 
them that towards the end of his life Leonardo drew many sketches 
and wrote about waves, rain, rocks and water crashing in a storm or 
deluge as he has shown here. It seems to be a deeply personal           
expression of the power of nature and the temporary nature of 
things, including himself.  

Ask the learners if they can describe how he has tried to capture the 
movement of the waves. Get them to copy or trace some of the 
shapes and lines they see in his drawing. Now think about the lines  

and shapes you have drawn. If you were drawing the sea and the 
wind crashing in a storm, what lines and shapes would you draw? 
Would you add any to the ones Leonardo has used? 

Materials Needed  

 Copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing A deluge (on final page). 

 Large sheets of white paper (use wallpaper lining paper if you 
can).  

 Black and white poster paint or powder paint or inks.  

 Assorted mark making tools such as; pieces of sponge, thick 
card cut into rough squares, toothbrushes, pieces of plastic, 
twigs, leaves, cloth or fabric.  

 For the second stage you’ll need clear tape, glue sticks,            
scissors and card. 

Curriculum Links (Key Stage 1) 

Science Weather and seasons.  

Design Technology  Making things stronger and stiffer,                          
constructing by cutting, joining and forming.                                             

Geography Weather patterns.                                                                      

Art & Design  To use drawing, painting and sculpture to devel-
op ideas, experiences and imagination, to develop a wide range of 
art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space, about the work of a range of artists, craft 
makers and designers. 



 
Possible Follow Up/Extension Work 
 
Try to represent other moving things using abstract mark making; 
the flow of a river, the movement of blood around your body, cars 
on a busy motorway, the flight path of an insect. 

Weblinks  

Youtube; Raging Seas - Terrifying Surf, Storm Surge and Rogue 

Waves. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06AJkSD0HiU 

Lesson Activity 

Learners should study the Leonardo deluge picture, making               
sketches and notes to establish how he has represented the                      
movement of the sea and the wind.  

Watch the Youtube video of terrifying waves crashing on to the 
beach. Ask them to try to study the shapes the water is making as it 
reaches shore, then memorise them. They might even make quick, 
small sketches as they watch the film. 

Ask learners to stand in front of a large sheet of paper, perhaps a 
long roll of paper on the desk, taped in place. Using different tints 
and shades of black and white poster paint, and by using various 
mark making tools, they must try to capture the movement of the 
waves and wind as they reach the shore.  

Encourage them to work on a large scale, over the top of initial 
marks and use different shades of the black and white paint to            
emphasise different shapes in the water.  

 

This should be a fun, experimental and quite messy lesson! Leave 
the work to dry and identify whose work belongs to whom.  

When the work is dry, play the video again and show the students 
the Leonardo A deluge drawing, drawing their attention to the 
shapes of the water and waves again. Ask them to think about           
making a three-dimensional model of the waves and wind.  

Give them time to think about how this might be done, then give 
them out their dried mark making paintings (you might simply             
photocopy them if you want to keep the original).  

Using active learning, problem solving techniques ask them to                   
create 3D representations of the waves by folding, cutting or tearing 
their earlier drawings. They can stick or glue the shapes into place 
and use additional pieces of card to make sections stand up or             
become more stable.  

It might be that you give younger learners an empty box for this. 
They can put some waves drawings in the background, then use 
card to make other shapes they’ve drawn stand up in the                    
foreground. Paint or cover the box for best finishing effects. 

Finally, think about the whole piece of work you’ve created. Try to 
adapt, alter and adjust the paper sculpture so that it looks more 
aesthetically pleasing – in short, make it look like a work of art.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06AJkSD0HiU


 

Leonardo da Vinci, A deluge, c.1517-18 RCIN 912384, Royal Collection Trust/ © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll 


