
Drapery Drawing 

Key Stage 1 

1 hour classroom lesson plan  
 

Learning Objectives 

To learn to how to shade light and dark areas of tone to create form 
and shape. 

 

Success Criteria 

 Most pupils will have drawn clothing from observation and   
applied light and dark shading to create tones to create the 
form of the object. 

  Some will have made more progress and have made a more 
complex application of tone to describe form in more detail. 

 

Quick Starter/Intro  

Show the learners a copy of Leonardo’s drawing A study of drapery 
for a kneeling figure. Ask them to point to areas where he has            
applied dark shading and where has applied light shading. Can they 
see any consistency in how he has applied his shading? (All of the 
light tones are on the left, the dark tones on the right.) So where 
must the light be shining from in this picture? (The left.)  

Get them to say this rule out loud: ‘the parts facing the light are 
shaded bright. The parts furthest away are dark and grey’.  

Optional additional questions:  

What colour is the paper he has drawn on in the background of the 
picture? How has this affected his shading?  

(It means he doesn’t have to worry as much about applying middle 
strength shading because the paper is already that colour. This 
makes shading the light and dark tones easier.)  
 

Materials Needed  

 Copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing A study of drapery for a 
kneeling figure (on final page). 

 Large sheets of sugar paper; buff, blue or grey in colour,  

 Charcoal and white chalk.  

 Some small scrap pieces of sugar paper. 

 

Curriculum Links (Key Stage 1) 

Art & Design  To use drawing, painting and sculpture to devel-
op and share their experiences. To develop a wide range of art and 
design techniques in using form. To learn about the work of a range 
of artists, making links to their own work.  

 

Possible Follow Up/Extension Work 

Keep practicing shading different objects using a pencil and paper 
until you feel confident and comfortable doing it. It can take a long 
time to master this important skill. 



 

Weblinks  

https://www.artyfactory.com/portraits/charcoal-portraits/charcoal-
drawing-materials-techniques.html 

 

Lesson Activity 

Learners should be sat in front of some items of clothing or fabric 
that have been hung on a clothes hanger, pegged on a washing 
line, or draped over a chair. Try to make the items interesting and 
appealing to look at, and make sure there are folds in the garments. 
Turn off any indoor lighting and draw from natural daylight for best 
effect.  

Get the learners to really look for the light and dark areas of tone on 
the garments. Squint their eyes at it. Can they see where the light is 
hitting the clothes and how shadows are created on the opposite 
side to where the light is striking it? The light and dark areas always 
follow this rule: ‘the parts facing the light are shaded bright. The 
parts furthest away are dark and grey’. Make sure they have 
learned this rule before they begin and that they understand how 
light affects the shape of objects. 

Learners will be drawing on a large sheet of sugar paper and be 
drawing in natural light only. They will be given charcoal and chalk 
to work with. 

 

  

Ask the learners to practice on a scrap piece of paper, shading with 
the side of the piece of charcoal not the tip. Can they see how 
much greater the area of coverage is when they shade like this? 
Now practice blending some white chalk down one side in the same 
way and blending it together with their finger or a paper towel so 
that the shading blends smoothly from dark on one side to light on 
the other. 

This is the technique they are going to use to shade the clothing in 
front of them. 

Ask them to draw out a rough outline drawing of the item or items. 
For younger, less confident students try placing only one item in 
front of them such as a sock, a tie, or a soft hat and make sure it 
isn’t too patterned. Light items are better than dark ones. 

Now ask them to shade only the dark areas of the item on their 
drawing using the side of their charcoal to create large areas of 
tone. Blend the shading as best as they can so it fades out        
smoothly like Leonardo’s does. 

Next, apply white chalk into areas where the light it hitting the                 
object. Blend it out also, making sure charcoal doesn’t get into the 
white areas and spoil it.  

Keep applying dark and light shading until you feel you have             
completed the drawing. Don’t be upset if it doesn’t work first time 
and don’t compare your drawing to anyone else’s. Learning to 
shade like Leonardo takes years of practice.  
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