
Profile Portraits 

Key Stage 1 & 2 

40 minute exhibition activity  
 

Learning Objectives 

To learn to observe subject matter closely and make                             
representations of what they see, paying close attention to                     
proportions and sizes of things in relation to each other.  

 

Success Criteria 

 Most pupils will have drawn a profile portrait of a face from      
direct observation. 

  Some will have made more progress and developed their           
portrait into more detail, pattern or colour. 

 

Quick Starter/Intro  

Learners should work on their own for the starter activity. They 
should study the copy of the Leonardo drawing A young woman in 
profile. Their task is to draw the outside contour edge of the           
Leonardo drawing only. To find this line, ask them to trace their             
finger around the edge of her head and face, following the contours 
of the head as they go, to learn how the face curves inwards at the 
eyes, then back out again for the nose then back in towards the 
head, curving around the bumps of the lips and chin then traveling 
back towards the neck before disappearing. 

They could do this a few times, then when they’re ready, copy draw 
the outside contour of Leonardo’s portrait into the space provided on 
their worksheet. They might even want to trace around the                 
worksheet copy of Leonardo’s drawing with a pencil first to give 
themselves even more practice before they begin.  
 

Materials Needed  

 Copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing A young woman in              
profile (on final page). 

 A4 white paper.  

 Pencils and coloured pencils.  

 

Curriculum Links (Key Stage 1 & 2) 

Art & Design     

Key Stage 1 - pupils should be taught to use drawing to develop and 
share their ideas and experiences. Pupils should learn about the 
work of a range of artists.  

Key Stage 2 -  pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, 
including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, to 
improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including             
drawing. Pupils should learn about great artists, architects and             
designers in history.  

Science    

The human body, enquiry, observations, measuring,  gathering and 
recording data, drawings, diagrams.  



 

Possible Follow Up/Extension Work 

Keep practicing portrait profile drawing until you feel confident and 
comfortable doing it. It can take a long time to master this important 
skill. 

Lesson Activity 

After pupils have practiced drawing Leonardo’s A young woman in 
profile they should now work in pairs. 

Each person is to take turns drawing the other in profile on A4             
paper. 

One person should sit sideways to the person drawing. They should 
stay still and not move their heads or make noises that would               
distract the artist. 

Then, the person drawing them is to draw the outside contour of 
their face. 

Begin at the top of the head, moving the pencil in a long, sweeping 
curve, down the forehead out a little at the brows then in towards 
the eyes. Perhaps you might want to stop to check if you’ve got that 
right. Don’t worry if it isn’t perfect or if you make a mistake. No             
rubbers allowed! Just begin a new line on top of the other one if you 
think you’d like to.  

 

 

When you are ready, pick up from where you left off, moving out 
around the nose then back in towards the face, curving down then 
around the two softer curves of the lips. Keep going, moving down 
towards the chin then curve around and move across for the bottom 
of the neck. Finish by drawing a little of the neck then stop. Don’t try 
to finish the picture just yet. 

Take a look at your drawing. Compare it to the person’s face you 
were drawing. Does it look like them? (It probably won’t, it’s very 
hard to draw faces and you will realise how skillful Leonardo was.) 
Let your working partner see what you’ve drawn. Now swap over 
and repeat the exercise with the artist now posing for a drawing. 

Now you should complete your portrait drawing. There are two 
ways to do this:  

1. Finish drawing the picture as accurately and realistically as 
you can.  

2. Invent abstract patterns inside the face shape yourself then 
colour them in like a colouring book.  



 

Leonardo da Vinci, A young woman in profile, c.1485-90 RCIN 912505,  

Royal Collection Trust/ © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll 2019. 


