
Sketchbook Zine 

Key Stage 3 & 4 

1 hour classroom lesson plan (can be extended) 
 

Learning Objectives 

 To explore how Leonardo made his drawings. 

 To experiment with unfamiliar materials. 

 To create a sketchbook inspired by Leonardo’s drawing pag-
es. 

 

Success Criteria 

 Development of mark making skills 

 Use of sketchbook 

 Development of drawing skills 

 
 

Quick Starter/Intro  

Watch this video: https://www.core77.com/posts/52037/What-
Utensils-Did-Leonardo-da-Vinci-Draw-With 

Use questions to ensure understanding and encourage discussion 
of Leonardo’s techniques. 

.  

 

Materials Needed  

 Cartridge paper (good quality) 

 Tea bags, coffee 

 Very fine fine-liners, pencils and scissors 

 Found drawing materials (twigs, sticks, feathers)  

 Ink dip pens, Indian ink, containers for ink 

 Blotting paper/kitchen towels 

 An example of a zine sketchbook 

 

Curriculum Links  

Science, Art and Design, Design Technology, English, Literacy,         
History. 

Possible Follow Up Work/Extension Activity 

A development of drawings from observation (for example natural 
forms, human body models from science) and imagination (for            
example, inventions) throughout the book. 

Weblinks 

https://www.core77.com/posts/52037/What-Utensils-Did-Leonardo-
da-Vinci-Draw-With 

https://www.rct.uk/leonardo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZkMnnzEXec 



 

Teacher Guidelines 

This lesson can be extended both before and after the session. Although designed for 
KS3, it can also be used for KS4. 

Work is individual. Each learner will prepare their paper in advance.  A4 will create a 
small book, A3 will create a larger book. The paper can be stained to give it a                
parchment and aged appearance. Make some spare sheets for experimenting with         
materials on. There are many ways of doing this https://craftcue.com/how-to-make-
paper-look-old. 

At the next lesson, demonstrate how to make a zine sketchbook (or show the video).  

Decide what you want your learners to do on the front cover, their name? Leonardo’s 
name? Something else? Look at the drawings that are in the Sunderland exhibition, 
ask learners to come up with key words for the focus. They might (for example)               
identify, the human form, close ups, biology. Provide them with the resources to use 
their pages for sketches, emphasising that these are sketches and drawings and not 
finished pieces. A light pencil outline is advised but after that, fine liners, or dip pens or 
drawing tools that they make themselves can be used. The spare paper can be used to 
try out a variety of mark making techniques and experiments.   

Learners will create their own personal sketchbooks but be influenced by the way that 
Leonardo used his and they will try and create a facsimile of an old book. 

Throughout the lesson, discuss how Leonardo prepared surfaces for his drawing and 
how it is different to today. Discuss and evaluate their own experiments at mark making 
with unfamiliar and familiar materials.  

When drawing from observation, provide stimulating materials. Perhaps the science                        
department can lend you some of their biology models? If you are also visiting the                    
exhibition, the sketchbook/zine can be made in advance and used in the exhibition. 

Sketchbook/Zine diagram 



 

Leonardo da Vinci 

Sketchbook 

 

 

 

Charlotte Temple 9cb 

A young woman in profile, c.1485-90 

A sprig of guelder rose, c.1505-10 

The lungs, c.1508 


