
Photo Collage 

Key Stage 3 

40 minute exhibition activity  
 

Learning Objectives 

 To look closely at each Leonardo drawing and                                
understand content and context 

 To use photography to capture part of an image and                                  
create a picture collage from these 

 To create a 21st century response to a 16th century                                     
artist and artforms through visual literacy 

 

Success Criteria 

 A series of good quality picture collages 

 Observation, cropping, editing images  

 Justifying how choices were made 

 Understanding connections between the drawings 
 

Quick Starter/Intro  

Before the visit, share this video with the class                                                                             
https://vimeo.com/253809896 

When you arrive at the gallery, ask them to remind you of key       
learning points from the video. Maybe you will have already asked 
them to write these down in their sketch books.  

Materials Needed  

 Copy of Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing A deluge (on final page). 

 Students need access to either a smartphone or tablet and an 
app which creates picture collages. They should pre-load the 
apps. If this isn't possible then give students a choice of a 
printed grid sheet to use in the gallery. 

 They also need their sketchbooks or paper and pencils. 
 

Curriculum Links (Key Stage 3) 

Art and Design, Media Studies, Photography, Literacy, Numeracy. 
 

Possible Follow Up/Extension Work 

The picture collages can be developed into larger scale work,             
photographically, as drawings and/or paintings, as collages or mixed 
media work. A school social media account can be used to share 
work and invite comments and feedback. Use emojis to describe the 
images (fun activity). 

Weblinks  

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/pic-collage-photo-editor/
id448639966?mt=8 

http://www.dipticapp.com/ 

https://theartyteacher.com/downloads/key-words-list/  

https://grammar.yourdictionary.com/word-lists/list-of-descriptive-
words-to-critique-art.html 

 



Teacher Guidelines 

This activity will encourage the use of visual literacy, looking at and understanding an image and 
making choices to create a new image, which captures the essence of what Leonardo’s work is all 
about in a contemporary way and for a modern audience. If your school has a Twitter or Instagram 
account then this would be a very good way of sharing the results. If not, displaying print outs of the 
collages at school will also be effective in sharing visual information. Most of your learners will have 
experience of using picture collage apps, if not, pair them up with someone who does. Learners 
should tour the whole exhibition, in pairs or small groups and have discussions about the drawings. 
Phones are not used at this point. Key questions and prompts could be; 

What is this drawing about or of? When was it done? How long ago was that? 

What materials were used? What does it tell me? 

What five words can describe it (dialogue or in note form) 

Lets ban words like ‘nice’, ‘interesting’, ‘detailed’ and explore deeper vocabulary. There are useful 
word sheets in the weblinks section. Having toured the exhibition, phones/tablets are now used (if 
worried about them misusing these, ask everyone to set devices to aeroplane mode)  individually 
(or in pairs if phones/tablets need to be shared), they then make choices of the grids they will use 
for their picture collages. They then decide which part to photograph (follow the gallery rules not to 
use flash photography, this is VERY important).  

Take the photographs (use HDR settings) but review each one and use photo editing to select, 
crop, edit and then place in the grid. If a photo is not of good quality, then do it again.  Over the 
course of the visit, and using the same or different grid formats, learners will photograph and                 
collage all the images in the show. There should be visual connections, for example portrait and                   
figure work together, biology images together etc.  

Organise the sharing of images with the learners, either through them emailing them to you or using 
shared social media options such as the school social media accounts. Do not allow any images of 
people in the gallery or of learners themselves in these photos. Collate the images yourself for             
further use back in the classroom.  

Triptych of images, all chosen because 

they have a similar sepia colour range 

and use of materials but, in particular, 

because they feature  Leonardo’s mirror 

hand writing. 



Your task 1:                                                                        

Tour the whole exhibition (in pairs) and make notes 

about each drawing. Ask these questions:  

What is this drawing about or of?                                             

When was it done? How long ago was that?                 

What materials were used?                                                  

What does it tell me?                                                               

What five words can describe it ? 

When you have seen all drawings, can you find                

connections between them? Similarities? Make a 

note of these. 

Now, look at the picture collage apps on your 

phone/tablet. Decide on which grids to use and 

which drawings to use in each complete collage.      

Explore connections between drawings.  Start to 

photograph your images. Be aware that lighting and 

glass can affect the photographs. OBSERVE ALL           

GALLERY RULES ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY and be             

respectful to other visitors who may be looking at 

the drawings. Take your time. Re-do any photos that 

you think you can improve. 

Your task 2: Use the picture collage app 

to select areas of the photo and to then 

edit (if necessary) but do not change                        

colours or use extreme filters). 

Create a set of picture collages showing 

aspects of the Leonardo drawings and 

showing that you have found                          

connections. 

Share these with others in your class and 

your teacher and ask for their feedback. 

Be prepared to answer questions as to 

why you made choices for the collages. 

Follow your teacher’s instructions for the 

next steps in both sharing these images 

and making sure they are stored safely for 

future use. 

 

Top Tips for taking                    

photos on a                             

phone/tablet: 

Set to HDR mode                      

(HIGH DYNAMIC RANGE) 

Hold steady 

Use your other hand as a 

tripod to steady the 

phone for example 

Use ‘burst’ mode (if you 

have it on the device) 

Review each image and 

re-take if you need to 

If using a third party     

photo app, there will be 

settings for indoor                  

photography, use this. 


