
Leonardo on Show 

Key Stage 4 

1 hour classroom lesson plan (or series of lessons) 
 

Learning Objectives 

 To use the Leonardo exhibition to inspire a visual graphic        
poster design which is set in the times that Leonardo lived in.  

 To research (or respond to research) key dates, times,                                    
places in the artist’s life. 

 To choose one or more of his images from the exhibition                                
and create a poster around this/these. 

 (optional) To create a design using desktop publishing or          
photo manipulation software. 

 

Success Criteria 

 Knowledge of the artist. 

 Developing skills in design and in typography. 
 

Quick Starter/Intro  

Use the sunderlandmuseum.org.uk website to show the learners the 
exhibition publicity and weblinks, Ask then to find the Museum on 
google maps and see who can do this first. Ask them to                        
calculate the distance between where they live and the location and 
how long it would take to get there. Fast learners can plot transport 
options and routes! 

.  

 

Materials Needed  

 Internet access and access to desktop publishing to explore 
fonts 

 Exhibition images (visit https://www.rct.uk/collection) 

 Paper, pencils and fine-liners 

 Ink/teabags to stain paper 

 Optional (desk top publishing programme, photo manipulation           
software/apps, digital camera or tablet with camera) 

 

Curriculum Links  

History, Geography, Art and Design, English, Media Studies, Maths,                                                          
Design and Technology (Graphic products),  Modern Foreign             
Languages, Research skills, Information Technology. 

Possible Follow Up Work/Extension Activity 

Display the poster in a chosen location (away from 21st century 
backgrounds) and photograph it ‘in situ’. It could also be set up in a 
photo with the theme of ‘a birds eye view of Leonardo’s desk’.  What 
would his desk look like? 

Weblinks 

Leonardo timeline: https://www.sparknotes.com/biography/davinci/
timeline/ 

Leonardo key dates: http://www.davincilife.com/timeline.html 

Fonts: www.dafont.com 



 

Teacher Guidelines 

This can be a one off lesson or can be extended into a series of lessons. Students will either             
research key facts and places and dates or, you can give them that information.  

Learners work in pairs, they look at the images on display in Sunderland (or this lesson follows a 
visit made to the exhibition) and then choose one that they think is visually strong and                  
interesting to them. They justify their choice through either dialogue or writing it down 
(sketchbook/moodboard). They write down key words to describe it. Then they follow these 
prompts:  

 What year or window of time was the drawing made? Where was Leonardo at that time or 
window of time? Can you find this on a map? Can you find out 10 facts about the                           
location(s)?  

 Which other drawings in the collection were made before or around the same date? 

The Design Brief  

Imagine that this drawing is going to be a part of a poster which was created in the time or             
window of time that the drawing was made. Look at examples of contemporary art exhibition 
posters for layout and design examples. 

The poster will need: 

 A title for the exhibition, this should be in the language of the country (use google                   
translate to help you) and perhaps a marketing strapline.  

 Some dates for the exhibition to run and a place or location.  

 Suitable fonts/typography/writing styles for the time itself (research these). 

 The poster can be any size, created by hand, or desktop publishing software/apps, or                           
using image manipulation software/apps. 

 You can tea stain paper and use or scan/photograph for a background (for example). 

Created on Adobe Photoshop using 

scan of crumpled paper, image from 

The Royal Collection and selection 

of fonts, language French. 



 

Examples of                  

exhibition                    

programme                   

marketing                   

materials 


