
Pursuers of the Future – Call out to Sunderland Playwrights 

 

Sunderland Culture’s Great Place Unify programme culminates in 2020 with the 
presentation of a community play that gathers Sunderland’s communities dreams for the 

future of the city. As a first step in this project, Sunderland Culture wishes to commission a 

north east based playwright to work with local residents and community groups to write a 

new play based on their hopes, dreams and aspirations for the future of the city.  The play 

will be performed by a community cast with the support of a professional production team* 

in September 2020.  

 

Guidelines 

● This opportunity is open to writers based in the north east of England.  

● The play should last no longer than 70 minutes in length 

● The writer will be expected to conduct research with community groups and individuals 
across the city, collecting ideas and aspirations for the future to work into the final script 

● The cast should contain up to 15 speaking parts for local community or amateur actors 

● There should also be provision for an additional community chorus of at last 20 
participants.  This could be in the form of a spoken, sung or movement chorus. 

● It is anticipated that the performance will take place outdoors or in a site-specific 
environment which may be informed by the content of the script 

● The selected writer will be welcome, but not expected, to attend rehearsals 

● The selected writer must be able to attend and press/media interviews/photoshoots if 
required 

● The performance will be a free, public event with tickets available via Sunderland 
Culture’s website 

 

Fee 

● A fee of £6,110 will be payable to cover all preparatory research, including that 
conducted with local residents, and delivery of script 

● The fee will be paid in 3 instalments :     (i)  On receipt of signed contract  

     (ii)  On delivery of 1st draft 

    (iii)  On the date of the performance 

● Any subsequent rewrites after delivery of the 1st draft will be done in consultation with 
the Director 

● Copywright will remain with the writer.  However, the Writer agrees to make the script 
available, free of royalties, to local Sunderland schools and community groups. 

 

Timescales  

Application deadline 31st January 2020 

Interviews w/c 16th February 2020 
Commission Awarded w/c 23rd February 2020 
First draft delivered to Producer by 29th May 2020 



Rewrites June 2020 
Rehearsals commence 29th June 2020 (12 weeks) 
Performance 19th September 2020 

 

To Apply 

Please email the following to Corinne.kilvington@sunderlandculture.org.uk by 5pm on 
31st January 2020 

● Your CV and any additional information highlighting your track record in writing for the 
stage, especially any experience in writing community plays or plays for large casts 

● A statement about your initial response to the theme suggested by the title “Pursuers of 
the Future” 

● Your ideas of how you would work with individuals and community groups in collecting 
stories, ideas, hopes and aspirations and how you may use those ideas 

● What ideas you may have for the community chorus 

● Examples of previous work written for the stage 

● Any press reviews, feedback, testimonials regarding previous plays 
 
* Please Note:  We are open to receiving applications from writers who may wish to 

propose a wider creative team collaboration including themselves 

Great Place Scheme 
Sunderland Great Place scheme is a key plank of Sunderland’s cultural renaissance ensuring 
that Sunderland’s communities are at the heart of this change – making connections and 
effecting tangible difference to people’s lives in the future. 
Our Great Place scheme is developing sustainable and replicable city-wide strategies to use 

culture to address many of Sunderland’s complex economic, social and cultural issues, 

particularly around socio-economic disadvantage, health and wellbeing, aspirations of 

young people, community cohesion, low growth in creative industries, heritage buildings at 

risk and profile of the city. Sunderland is one of 16 UK pilot Great Place schemes funded by 

National Lottery Heritage Fund and Arts Council England. 

Sunderland Culture 
Sunderland Culture was formed in 2016 to bring together the cultural programmes of 
Sunderland City Council, University of Sunderland and Music, Arts and Culture (MAC) Trust 
into a single, independent, organisation and to realise the ambition of a city brimming with 
creative potential. Sunderland Culture works in National Glass Centre, Northern Gallery for 
Contemporary Art, Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens, Arts Centre Washington and The 
Fire Station, and delivers programmes of cultural engagement and events across the whole 
city. It works across the city to ensure the power of great art, culture and creativity is 
harnessed for the benefit of Sunderland, its residents and visitors. Sunderland Culture's 
mission is to improve life for everyone in Sunderland through culture. Sunderland Culture is 
an Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation  
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