Suitable for all ages

DISCOVERING
SEABIRDS
Find out more about the seabirds in the Museum’s
Worlds Alive Gallery and try a seabirds wordsearch.
Seabird Habitats
On steep rocky cliffs like those at Marsden Bay thousands of seabirds live
together. The ledges provide a safe place to roost and build their nests, away
from the danger of rats and other predators.

Kittiwake

Fulmars

Kittiwakes are small gulls, easily
identified by their call of Kitt-ee-wake.
The young ones have an angled black
bar along the wing. Kittiwakes make
nests of seaweed, stuck to the cliff
with mud.

Fulmars are large gulls with thick
necks. The tips of the wings are not
black, which sets them apart from
herring gulls. Fulmars glide on stiff
wings, often close to the waves.

Shags and cormorants
Shags (left) and cormorants (right) are large black sea birds. Cormorants
have a pale patch on the throat, but shags are all-black. Large numbers of
cormorants can usually be seen standing on the top of Marsden Rock near
South Shields.
Herring gulls
Herring gulls are the most common
birds seen near the coast. They have
grey wings with black and white
markings on the tips. The young ones
are speckled with brown.

Guillemots and razorbills
Both guillemots and razorbills are seabirds with black backs and white fronts.
Guillemots have long, pointed beaks and Razorbills have flat beaks with a
white line. Both species are mainly seen offshore but they breed on cliffs: there
is a small breeding population of razorbills at Marsden.

Gannets
Gannets are large white birds with
long, black tipped wings and large,
pointed beaks. Gannets make
spectacular dives into the sea when
fishing.

SEABIRDS WORDSEARCH
Can you find all of these seabirds in the wordsearch below? Words can be
found vertically, horizontally, forwards and backwards.
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