
MAKE A HERRING 
GULL KITE

Suitable for age 4+ with adult support

You will need:
• 2 x Printed sheets with the herring 

gull kite halves
• 5m length of yarn (wool or string)
• 2 x drinking straws (bendy type is 

good)
• 1 x small piece of card 
• 3 x 1m of polythene strip cut from a 

plastic bag
• sticky tape / sellotape
• a pair of scissors and a stapler of you 

have one
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What you do:

First check that you have printed out both sides of the bird and have all 
the items listed above.

1. Take the two half bird pictures and place them back to back so you 
can see the drawings and the image matches up when you hold it 
to the light. Use sticky tape to hold the two sheets together at the 
body end – over the belly of the bird. If you are planning to colour the 
herring gull – it’s best to do it before you start the making. Colour 
gently so the paper doesn’t tear or get too wet, or curl up. The gull 
needs a yellow or orange beak with a little red spot, yellow feet, and 
black wingtips. Some gulls are more grey than white – you could 
use pencil for grey.  Or you could make it into a youngster by adding 
brown flecks and spots.

2. With the two pages together, carefully cut round the bird starting at 
the tail and stopping at the beak. 

3. Fold the kite along the dotted line – there’s a line on both sides so fold 
one way, then refold on the same line from the other side. This folded 
section will be the body of the bird. With the kite resting on the table 



open out one of the wings but keep the body section folded. You are 
looking at the back of the kite (with no drawings). Use a length of 
sticky tape to fix the sheets together down the back of the kite, along 
the fold.

4. The kite needs a spreader spar to hold its wings out.  Two straws with 
one slipped inside the other will make a great spar – strong and yet 
lightweight. You need to cut a 2cm split down the non-bendy end of 
one straw and then poke that one inside the other straw. Fix this long 
straw onto the back of the kite so that the two concertina sections 
reach the marks shown on the wings. (trace the marks through to the 
back so you can see them better). Attach the straw so the ends reach 
the outer marks and the body of the bird should form a triangular gap 
with the straw.  Use sticky tape at each end and some on the bendy 
bits too.

5. Now your kite needs a tail. Cut strips of plastic from a carrier bag or 
bin bag, enough so that you have 3 strips of plastic about 1metre long 
(or one x 1.5m).  That should be enough but use more if it’s very windy

6. Twist and knot the tails together at one end and then fix them on 



the back of the kite, (the side with the cross spar showing). Fix at the 
bottom in the centre with two bits of sticky tape across the tail onto 
the kite, one above and one below the knot. 

7. Now you need to make a flying line. You can use wool, thin string 
or strong thread – it should be about 5 metres long. Try not to get it 
in a tangle. You need something to tie onto  - it could be a piece of 
cardboard from a cereal packet, or a centre from a loo roll, cardboard 
tube, or you could wind the line around a fat pen, or something similar 
shaped. Whatever you use – you must tie the line around the item first 
and secure it with a double knot before putting a bit of sticky tape on 
to keep it in place then wind all the wool onto the winder.  

8. Place the kite on the desk with the front facing you (the side with the 
drawing on). Use a pencil or biro to make a hole in the body where the 
mark is.  Poke the free end of the line through the hole (using a pencil 
to help it through). Tie the short end of line back to the rest of the line 
with a double knot, and then one for luck. Don’t trim the knot! Make a 
cut on the edge of the card or tube to lock the line into when you are 
flying.

9. Now you can go and fly your kite after you have had a think about 
safety. Take Care.



Flying your kite safely

•  Choose an open clear area, away from the public if possible.

•  Never fly near overhead power lines, roads, footpaths, canals, 
railways, rivers, cliff edges  

•  Don’t fly too close to buildings or animals,

•  Don’t fly if the wind is too strong, NEVER in a thunderstorm as 
the lightning will be attracted to it

•  Stand with your back to the wind to launch the kite and try not 
to run - you might fall over especially if the ground is uneven or 
you are running backwards.

The images and copyright for this activity belong to Infinite Arts. Please seek 
permission before reproducing.


