
PAPER 
BUTTERFLIES
This activity celebrates the summer season and the many 
different colours of butterflies that visit flowers in our 
parks and gardens.

Suitable for age 4+ with adult support

The Museum has many different butterflies in its natural history 
collections, including Birdwing butterflies, one of the largest butterfly 
species in the world. Butterflies belong to the order of insects called 
Lepitoptera which means ‘scaly winged’ in Greek. A person who studies 
butterflies is known as a Lepidopterist!



Step 2
Measure a rectangle shape on the paper using a pencil and ruler. A small 
butterfly is 21cm x 10.5cm (the width of A4) and the large one is 28cm x 
14cm (slightly shorter than the length of A4). Cut out the rectangle with 
scissors.

Step 3
Fold the rectangle in half to make a square. Unfold and cut along the 
fold line to get two equal sized squares. Turn the squares around to give 
two diamond shapes. Decorate them with patterns using the coloured 
pens. You could try spirals or waves, dots or swirls.

Step 1
Gather together the materials 
you will need for this activity. They 
include sheets of A4 coloured 
paper, an HB pencil, scissors, 
coloured pens, pipe cleaners and 
thread (if you want to make a few 
butterflies to join together and 
hang up afterwards).



Step 5
Fold one fan in half and press firmly, then release. Repeat for the other 
fan. You now have two wings for your butterfly.

Step 4
Take one of your decorated diamonds and begin folding it into a fan 
or concertina. Start at the pointed edge from left to right (or right to 
left) and keep going until the whole shape is folded into a fan. Try and 
keep the folds quite thin for a better wing effect. Repeat with the other 
diamond.



Step 7
Join your two wings together in the middle as shown. Make sure the 
pattern on the wings is facing up. Slide the two pipe cleaner points 
around the middle section and twist them together twice to secure 
the wings together. You should be left with two short lengths of pipe 
cleaner. These are the butterfly’s antennae. If they are long enough you 
can curl them at the ends using your finger or wrap them round a pen.

Step 6
Choose a pipe cleaner from your pack for the butterfly body. You can 
match the colour of the paper or use an opposite colour for contrast. Use 
half a pipe cleaner for the small butterfly (cut in half with scissors) and 
a whole one for the big butterfly. Fold the pipe cleaner in half and twist 
the joined end around itself a couple of times to make a small loop (this 
is the body of your butterfly). For a big butterfly and a full pipe cleaner 
you can make two loops for the body.



Step 8
Carefully open up the 4 sections of butterfly wing so you can see the 
patterns inside. You can gently press them down flat to help them stay 
open. If you enjoyed making the butterfly you can make a few more 
using this same method and tie them together using the embroidery 
thread in a chain to hang up for display. Enjoy!


