
CEREAL BOX 
CASTLE
When we imagine a medieval castle some features always 
spring to mind, for example, a drawbridge, portcullis and 
moat, battlements, turrets and slits to fire arrows out. Most 
of these things are types of defence, used to stop enemy 
attacks.  There may also be flags or coats of arms to show 
the status or power of the castle owner.
This cereal box castle is inspired by artworks in the exhibition Castles: 
Paintings from the National Gallery, London. Why not find out about the 
different castle features in books and by searching the internet and add as 
many as you can to your own castle?

• Battlements   • Drawbridge   • Moat   • Portcullis   • Turrets
• Arrow slits   • Coat of Arms

Step 1: 
Gather your materials. 
You will need an empty 
cereal box, scissors, glue, 
a pencil, felt-tip pens 
and any action figures, 
dolls or toys you want to 
star in your castle’s story.

Suitable for age 4+ with adult support
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Step 2: 
Break the cereal box 
down by tearing or 
cutting along the join 
and lay it flat. Cut it in 
half so you have two 
equal sections (each 
should have a main 
part and a flap). Put 
one section aside (this 
will be the front of your 
castle). Cut the other 
section in half again so 
you have two smaller 
‘walls’ each with a flap.

Step 3: 
Place the front of your 
castle flat on the table 
with the flap at the 
bottom. This card will 
also have a small flap on 
each side. Spread glue 
onto the side flaps and 
stick the wall sections 
onto the flaps onto each 
side as shown. Allow 
the glue to dry. Cut off 
any excess card (not the 
flaps at the bottom!) 
and put them aside to 
make flags later.

Step 4:  
Draw your battlements 
on to the card with a 
pencil (You can use one 
of the excess pieces of 
card as a ruler, or cut a 
small square from card 
to draw around). Add a 
drawbridge and arrow 
slits. Cut out your design 
(you could ask an adult 
to help with this part if 
needed). 
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Step 5: 
Decorate your castle using felt-tip pens. You could add bricks and shields/coat 
of arms. Try drawing a wooden effect on the drawbridge (vertical lines work 
well) and textures of grass or cobbles on the flaps. If you have any coloured 
paper or card you could cut bits out to stick on instead.

Step 6: 
Use the excess pieces of card to make your flags. 
Draw the shape of each flag on the card with a 
rectangle at the top and a pole underneath. Think 
about what designs to put on your flag. They could 
show special colours or patterns you like. Draw them 
on and cut each flag out with scissors. Stick the flags 
onto the tops of the battlements with glue. 
Now find your action figures, dolls and toys to play 
in the castle!

More ideas to try:
What is your castle called? Who lives here and what adventures do they 
have? Write a short story about them.
Add string to your drawbridge to pull it back up.
Use cardboard tubes to make towers in the top corners of your castle.
Make furniture for the inside of your castle – what about a medieval 
banqueting table and chair?
Draw your own knights and horses on card to cut out and make part of the 
story.
Some castles like Hylton Castle have formal gardens with clipped hedges, 
shaped flower beds and paths. Could you design a formal garden in front 
of your castle?
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Many castles have ghost stories.  Hylton Castle in 
Sunderland has the sad story of the Cauld Lad, Durham 
Castle has a ghost of a grey lady and Lumley Castle 
has Lily of Lumley and Bowes Castle even has ghostly 
Roman soldiers.
If you haven’t already made one follow the instructions to make a cereal 
box castle. Many castles have ghost stories.  Hylton Castle in Sunderland has the sad 
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You will need a cereal box or 
cardboard tubes, scissors, glue, felt 
pens, cotton wool, paper and wool and 
some figures. Once you’ve made the 
castle we have to think about how we 
can make it spooky.

Get some cardboard and make some 
tall towers.  You can use cardboard 
tubes if you have them. If you don’t, 
cut a piece of card in two and decorate 
it to match your castle, cutting out 
edges and drawing on bricks and 
windows.

When you colour in the windows try 
these ideas:
Eyes peering out of the darkness.
If you have some cotton wool tear 
pieces off and hang it at windows for 
cobwebs.
Cut leftover bits of card up and board 
up the windows.
Cut out the windows and cover each 
window with coloured cellophane
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Use a felt pen and draw ivy creeping round the towers and onto the castle. 
If you have wool you could use this instead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Turn your cardboard into towers by rolling them round and sticking them if 
you are using a flat piece of card you will find it easier to dress the windows 
before you roll the tower. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Use paper or card to make ghosts and bats and stick them around the 
towers 
Draw some bats on other pieces of card and stick them around the towers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Further activities  
Why not use your castle to act out the story of the Cauld lad or invent your 
own spooky story.  Use any figures you have to act out the story. 
Light up your castle using a torch to cast spooky shadows. 
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Please support us to help children across 
Sunderland to enjoy creative activities:
Text SUNDERLAND to 70450 to donate £3
Texts cost £3 plus one standard rate message
Thank you.
Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens is programmed by Sunderland Culture, 
Registered Charity (No: 1184073)


