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Welcome to the Dinosaurs and Fossils takeaway 
pack which is inspired by the geology collections at 
Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens and is full of 
creative activities for younger children to enjoy. 

To find more links to the virtual Dino Egg Hunt, Dinomites film 
and dinosaur themed stories and songs please visit our website  
Family Online Activities | Sunderland Culture. 

If you visit Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens 
you will find some amazing dinosaur friends hiding 
among the plants. Find out some fantastic facts 
about them here:

MEET THE 
DINOSAURS

VELOCIRAPTOR

Did you know? Velociraptor was a 
fast running carnivore with a sharp 

tearing claw to kill its prey.

BABY T-REX

Did you know?  An adult 
Tyrannosaurus Rex could grow up 
to 6 metres tall and 12 metres long! 
This one is only a baby, hatching 
from its egg.

Staying Safe
The activities in this pack can 
be enjoyed safely at home. We 
recommend:
• Supervising younger children 

when using scissors, glue and 
paint

• Supervising younger children 
with the salt dough activity 
including mixing and cooking

• Covering any cuts or broken skin 
when mixing the salt dough
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TRICERATOPS

Did you know? The word 
Triceratops means ‘three 
horned face.’ This plant 
eater also had a beak 
shaped mouth and a 
large frill.

CAMASAURUS

Did you know? The 
Camasaurus was a long-
necked dinosaur which 
ate plants and leaves. It 

had hollow chambers in 
its spine and its name 

meant ‘chambered lizard’.

UTAHRAPTOR

Did you know? Utahraptor 
is related to velociraptor 
– just a bigger version! It’s 
remains were first dug up in 
Utah, North America which 
is where it gets its name.

PROTOCERATOPS

Did you know? 
Protoceratops was a plant 

eating dinosaur, hunted 
by the velociraptor. It 

would have used its hard 
neck frill to protect itself 

from attacks.

STEGOSAURUS

Did you know? 
Stegasaurus was 
a plant eating 
dinosaur with bony 
plates on its back 
and a brain the size 
of a plum!
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CREATIVE 
CHALLENGE: 
DINOMITES

  Simple Dinosaur template
Draw around your template onto 
cardboard.  

   If you’re working on thick card, you  
might need to make your slot a little    
bit wider to fit both pieces together.  

You can colour, collage or paint onto 
your card shapes before assembling 
if you like!

Simple Dinosaur template
Draw around your template onto cardboard.
If you’re working on thick card, you might need to make your 
slot a little bit wider to fit both pieces together.
You can colour, collage or paint onto your card shapes before 
assembling if you like!

  Simple Dinosaur template
Draw around your template onto 
cardboard.  

   If you’re working on thick card, you  
might need to make your slot a little    
bit wider to fit both pieces together.  

You can colour, collage or paint onto 
your card shapes before assembling 
if you like!

  Simple Dinosaur template
Draw around your template onto 
cardboard.  

   If you’re working on thick card, you  
might need to make your slot a little    
bit wider to fit both pieces together.  

You can colour, collage or paint onto 
your card shapes before assembling 
if you like!

  Simple Dinosaur template
Draw around your template onto 
cardboard.  

   If you’re working on thick card, you  
might need to make your slot a little    
bit wider to fit both pieces together.  

You can colour, collage or paint onto 
your card shapes before assembling 
if you like!

 
Triceratops template

Draw around your template onto 
cardboard.  

   If you’re working on thick card, you  
might need to make your slot a little    
bit wider to fit both pieces together.  

You can colour, collage or paint onto 
your card shapes before assembling 
if you like!

THINK BIG

CREATIVE CHALLENGE: DINOMITES 
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Stegosaurus  
  template

 

Stegosaurus  
  template

CREATIVE CHALLENGE: DINOMITES 

Stegosaurus template
Draw around your template onto 
cardboard.
If you’re working on thick card, you might 
need to make your slot a little bit wider to 
fit both pieces together.
You can colour, collage or paint onto your 
card shapes before assembling if you like!

 

Stegosaurus  
  template

 

Stegosaurus  
  template

 

Stegosaurus  
  template

CREATIVE CHALLENGE: DINOMITES 

Top Tips for creating 
your own design:

Think about the way your 
sculpture will balance

You can choose where 
you draw your stencil so 
you can include colour 
from your cardboard

If using thick card, make 
your slots a bit wider - try 
cutting a V-shape to help 
your pieces fit
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CREATIVE 
CHALLENGE: 
DINO DIORAMA
Use lots of imagination and create a Dino Diorama for 
your own dinosaurs inspired by the Winter Gardens. 
Before you start look up pictures of what the landscape 
looked like when dinosaurs roamed the earth.

Materials:
• Paper 
• Coloured pencils /colouring pens /paint
• Scissors
• Glue
• Large box - a cereal box/   

shoe box/Easter egg box
• Card 

Other things you could use
Magazines, Wool, Pipe cleaners, Cotton 
wool, Tissue paper, Egg boxes

Step 1
Take a piece of paper (you may need to 
use more than one sheet) and draw your 
background or draw straight onto the 
box whichever you find easiest.

Step 2
Stick the drawing into the box. 

Step 3
Now draw trees, rocks and plants onto 
your card. Leave a tab at the bottom 
you can fold under.   You can make 3D 
models just remember to leave a tab to 
fold under. Make them in lots of different 
sizes. 

Step 4
Cut them out fold the tab under and 
stick them in place.  If you have made 
lots of different sizes remember to put 
the littlest at the back and the biggest at 
the front. 

Step 5
You could use tissue paper for trees 
and plants, add rocks made from egg 
boxes, blue card or wool for a river or a 
lake and many other things. Use lots of 
imagination.

Step 6 
Add your dinosaurs to their new home.

2 3

4 5 6

1

CREATIVE CHALLENGE: DINO DIORAMA 
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Baby Dino Colouring Sheets
Can you colour in this baby dinosaur hatching from an egg? 
What colours will you use?  Will you use different colours for 
the other young dino?

If you enjoyed this activity you could hunt for other dino 
babies on the virtual dino egg hunt. 
Visit www.sunderlandmuseum.org.uk for details.
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CREATIVE 
CHALLENGE: 
DINOSAUR MANIA
Our dinosaurs are missing all the visitors to the 
Museum and can’t wait to see you all again.  If you’re 
missing them why not try this dinosaur challenge to 
test your knowledge and get creative? If you get stuck 
you  can use the internet to search for the answers.

Materials: Pencil and paper, Colouring pencils

1. It’s Easter and everyone is thinking about eggs!       
Can you draw a baby dinosaur hatching out of an egg?

2. How many teeth did a T-Rex have?

3. In our Winter Gardens we have a descendant of the dinosaurs which can still be 
found today. What type of animal is it?

 Crocodile  Rabbit  Owl

4. Scientists are starting to find evidence that dinosaurs might have been many 
different colours. If you designed a dinosaur what colours would you choose?

5. Dinosaurs can have unusual names but which of these are real?

 Gasosaurus      Melsaurasaurus      Arthurdactylus      Supersaurus      Pantydraco

 Try and say the names out loud – some of them are tongue twisters!

CREATIVE CHALLENGE: DINOSAUR MANIA

6. The Therizinasaurus had the longest claw of any dinosaur.      
How long could they be?

 50cm  100cm 35cm  150cm 200cm

7. Which famous fossil hunter found her first dinosaur fossil when she was 12?  
Clue – she lived in Dorset.

Fantastic fossil fact! Not all dinosaur bones become fossils. There is only a 1 in a 
million chance that they will.

8. Which famous dinosaur came to visit Newcastle in 2019?

9. How many horns does a triceratops have?

10. Palaentologists find lots of fossils in the U.S.A.  Some states even have a state 
fossil or a state dinosaur.  Which has the Utahraptor as its state dinosaur?

11.  Look for fossil words in the word-search, you’ll have to dig deep to find some! 

Ammonite
Trilobite
Dinosaur
Millions
Underground
Fern
Cretaceous
Shark tooth
Jurassic
Eocene
Crinoids
Gryphea
Coal
Rock
Poo

a m m o n i t e s t e u

h t o o t k r a h s o n

w s u o e c a t e r c d

a j t m s n k b v i e e

l u w p n c q z m t n r

c r i n o i d s i m e g

w a x r i r o b p e d r

f s h w l p o o q u z o

e s w a l l h o g w t u

r i o d i n o s a u r n

n c w r m e h l z x j d

p s t h a e h p y r g z

Find the quiz answers on the back page!
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Fossils are found all over 
the world and tell us what 
life was like millions of years 
ago.  At Sunderland Museum 
& Winter Gardens there are 
many different types of fossils, 
plants, animals and even 
dinosaur poo. As you can’t 
come to see them just yet 
why not have a go at making 
your own fossil?

You will need
250g Flour
125g Salt
125ml Water
Paint/pens
Pencil/fork/straw
Varnish (Clear nail varnish could be used)
Optional 
Shells/leaves

1. Mix together the flour, salt and water 
in a bowl to form a dough. If it is too 
dry add some more water, if too wet 
add more flour. 

2. Knead the dough to make it smooth.

3. Tear off a lump of dough and make 
it into a flat shape.  Now use pencils, 
forks, straws to make the patterns 
on your fossil.  You could use leaves 
or shells to press into the dough.  
Sometimes lots of fossils can be found 
together or it may just be one leaf 
or animal on its own, which is yours 
going to be?

4. When you are happy with your design 
put it on a microwaveable plate and 
cook on full power in the microwave 
for about 30 seconds. Ask an adult to 
help you with this as it might be hot! 
If the fossil isn’t quite dry put it back 
in the microwave again for another 30 
seconds, repeat this process until dry 
and leave to cool.

5. Use paint or pens to add patterns and 
texture to your fossil.  Leave to dry.

6. Finish with a coat of clear varnish 
(optional) 

7. Use the rest of the dough to make 
other fossils. You could roll the dough 
into a sausage shape, then curl it 
round, adding lines to make an 
ammonite. Why not imagine a lost 
creature or plant and create its fossil?

8. If you need to store any leftover dough 
place it in a plastic bag or airtight 
container and store in a cool place.

If you haven’t got a microwave it will 
airdry. Just leave it in a warm, sunny 
place for 24hrs.

REMEMBER DON’T EAT THE DOUGH!
Fossil Fact
Fossil poo (Coprolite) 
can help us learn if 
dinosaurs ate plants 
or meat.

Fossil Fact
There are lots of 
fossils of animals 
that lived in seas as 
the conditions made 
it easier for fossils to 
be formed.

SALT DOUGH 
FOSSILS

Ammonite and fossilised plants

Salt dough 
bark

Salt dough 
leaf

Salt dough 
ammonite



Dinosaur Mania answers:
2.  60 teeth
3.  Crocodile
5.  Gasosaurus, Arthurdactylus, Supersaurus, Pantydraco
6.  100cm
7.  Mary Anning
8.  Dippy
9.  3
10. Utah

We hope you enjoyed our Dinosaurs and Fossils 
Takeaway Pack! 
We want children across Sunderland to enjoy creative activities during 
this difficult time.
Please give £3 to help us do this.  
Text SUNDERLAND to 70450 to donate £3.
Texts cost £3 plus one standard rate message.

Thank you.
Sunderland Culture is a Registered Charity, no 1184073.


