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Malala Yousafzai
The following is an edited extract of Malala’s speech at the United Nations Youth 
Assembly, which she delivered when she was 16 years old.

“Today, it is an honour for me to be speaking again after a long time. Being here with 
such honourable people is a great moment in my life.

Thousands of people have been killed by terrorists and millions have been injured. I am 
just one of them. So here I stand… one girl among many.

I speak – not for myself, but for all girls and boys. I raise up my voice – not so that I can 
shout, but so that those without a voice can be heard. Those who have fought for their 
rights: Their right to live in peace. Their right to be treated with dignity. Their right to 
equality of opportunity. Their right to be educated.

Dear sisters and brothers, we realise the importance of light when we see darkness. 
We realise the importance of our voice when we are silenced. In the same way, when 
we were in Swat, the north of Pakistan, we realised the importance of pens and books 
when we saw the guns.

The wise saying, “The pen is mightier than sword,” was true. The extremists are afraid of 
books and pens. The power of education frightens them.

Honourable Secretary General, peace is necessary for education. In many parts of the 
world, especially Pakistan and Afghanistan; terrorism, wars and conflicts stop children 
to go to their schools. So today, we call upon the world leaders to change their strategic 
policies in favour of peace and prosperity.

Dear brothers and sisters, we want schools and education for every child’s bright future. 
We will continue our journey to our destination of peace and education for everyone. 
No one can stop us. We will speak for our rights and we will bring change through 
our voice. We must believe in the power and the strength of our words. Our words 
can change the world. Because we are all together, united for the cause of education. 
And if we want to achieve our goal, then let us empower ourselves with the weapon of 
knowledge and let us shield ourselves with unity and togetherness.

Dear brothers and sisters, we must not forget that millions of people are suffering from 
poverty, injustice and ignorance. We must not forget that millions of children are out 
of schools. We must not forget that our sisters and brothers are waiting for a bright 
peaceful future. So let us wage a global struggle against illiteracy, poverty and terrorism 
and let us pick up our books and pens.

They are our most powerful weapons. One child, one teacher, one pen and one book 
can change the world. Education is the only solution. Education first.”



Greta Thunberg
Greta was also just 16 when she addressed the United Nations Climate 
Action Summit. This is an edited extract of that speech:

“This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. I should be back in school on the 
other side of the ocean. Yet you all come to us young people for hope. How 
dare you!

You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. And 
yet I’m one of the lucky ones.

For more than 30 years, the science has been crystal clear. How dare you 
continue to look away and come here saying that you’re doing enough, when 
the politics and solutions needed are still nowhere in sight.

You say you hear us and that you understand the urgency. But no matter 
how sad and angry I am, I do not want to believe that. Because if you really 
understood the situation and still kept on failing to act, then you would be 
evil. And that I refuse to believe.

The popular idea of cutting our emissions in half in 10 years only gives us 
a 50% chance of staying below 1.5 degrees Celsius. A 50% risk is simply not 
acceptable to us – we who have to live with the consequences.

How dare you pretend that this can be solved with just ‘business as usual’ and 
some technical solutions?

There will not be any solutions or plans presented in line with these figures 
here today, because these numbers are too uncomfortable. And you are still 
not mature enough to tell it like it is.

You are failing us. But the young people are starting to understand your 
betrayal. The eyes of all future generations are upon you. And if you choose to 
fail us, I say: We will never forgive you.

We will not let you get away with this. Right here, right now, is where we draw 
the line.

The world is waking up. And change is coming, whether you like it or not.”
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Dr Martin Luther King
Below is a short, edited extract from King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech that he 
delivered in 1963.

“I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.

We have come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of 
Now.

Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to 
rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial 
justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to 
the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of 
God’s children.

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. Nineteen 
sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning.

We cannot turn back.

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a 
dream.

It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning 
of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal.”

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with 
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed 
into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they 
will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, little black boys and black girls will 
be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today!
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Mhairi Black
Mhairi is the youngest MP 
elected to the House of 
Commons since at least 1832, 
aged just 20 when she was 
elected in 2015. This is an edited 
extract from her first speech in 
parliament.

“My constituency has a fascinating history, it’s got a wonderful population with a 
cracking sense of humour and much to offer both the tourists and to those who 
reside there. But the truth is that within my constituency it’s not all fantastic. We’ve 
watched our town centres deteriorate. We’ve watched our communities decline. Our 
unemployment level is higher than that of the UK average. One in five children in my 
constituency go to bed hungry every night. Paisley Job Centre has the third highest 
number of sanctions in the whole of Scotland.

Before I was elected, I volunteered for a charitable organisation and there was a 
gentleman who I grew very fond of.

He was one of these guys who has been battered by life in every way imaginable. You 
name it, he’s been through it. And he used to come in to get food from this charity, and 
it was the only food that he had access to and it was the only meal he would get. And I 
sat with him and he told me about his fear of going to the Job Centre. He said “I’ve heard 
the stories Mhairi, they try and trick you out, they’ll tell you you’re a liar. I’m not a liar 
Mhairi, I’m not.” And I told him “It’s OK, calm down. Go, be honest, it’ll be fine.”

I then didn’t see him for about two or three weeks. I did get very worried, and when he 
finally did come back in I said to him “how did you get on?”

And without saying a word he burst into tears. That grown man standing in front of a 
20-year-old crying his eyes out, because what had happened to him was the money 
that he would normally use to pay for his travel to come to the charity to get his food, he 
decided that in order to afford to get to the Job Centre he would save that money.

Because of this, he didn’t eat for five days, he didn’t drink. When he was on the bus 
on the way to the Job Centre he fainted due to exhaustion and dehydration. He was 15 
minutes late for the Job Centre and he was sanctioned for 13 weeks.

Now, when the Chancellor spoke in his budget about fixing the roof while the sun is 
shining, I would have to ask on who is the sun shining? When he spoke about benefits 
not supporting certain kinds of lifestyles, is that the kind of lifestyle that he was talking 
about?

If we go back even further when the Minister for Employment was asked to consider if 
there was a correlation between the number of sanctions and the rise in food bank use 
she stated, and I quote, “food banks play an important role in local welfare provision.” 
Renfrewshire has the third highest use of food banks use and food bank use is going up 
and up. Food banks are not part of the welfare state, they are symbol that the welfare 
state is failing.”
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