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Viewpoints
A classroom resource inspired by empathy



Aims:   
• Encourage young people to develop 

empathy by looking at stories from 
different viewpoints 

• Give young people the skills to deconstruct 
stories and start to understand the 
decisions made by writers when creating 
work 

Curriculum Links:  This activity will give 
students the opportunity to link with the 
following areas of the curriculum –  English 

Maintain positive attitudes to 
reading and understanding of what 
they read 
•	 Read	and	discuss	an	increasingly	wide	range	of	fiction	
• Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and 

traditional stories. 

Understand what they read 
• Discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  
• Asking questions to improve their understanding  
• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  
• Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  
• Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 

themselves  

Compare characters, consider different accounts of the same event and discuss 
viewpoints	(of	fictional	characters).	
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Plan their writing 
• Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 

and using other similar writing as models for their own  
• Noting and developing initial ideas 
• Consider how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read 

Draft and write by 

• Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning  

• Describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey 
character and advance the action  

Age suitability: 8-11 years old 

Time Frame: 1 day – the workshop is divided into four sections approximately 45 minutes 
each.  These could be done across one day or at different points. 

 

Resources:  
Here Comes Red… [Story] 

Introduction 

Stories are a great way to help us understand the world, exploring 
different situations and experiences.  It’s also a great way to develop  
empathy as stories can put us in the shoes of the characters and help us 
view the world from a different angle. 

Part 1 – Here Comes Red… 
Read and discuss (15 minutes) 
Have a look at Here Comes Red – a version of the Red Riding Hood Story - and try reading 
it out loud. 

What do you think of the story? 

How is it different to the fairy tale you might have heard or read before? 

What effect do these changes have? 
 
Characters (15 minutes) 
There are three main characters in the story – Red, the wolf and Nana. 

Try	and	write	a	‘character	profile’	for	each	one.	Write	
their name at the top of a piece of paper and write down 
everything you know about them from the story.  Then 
see if you can add to the list with some of your own 
ideas.  For example, what do you think Nana’s favourite 
type of cake might be?  What might the wolf do as a 
hobby in his spare time?  
 

Vocabulary
Empathy - Noun. The 
ability to understand 
and share the 
feelings of another 
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Story break down (15 minutes) 
Looking back through the story, can you put a star next to any part where one of the 
characters makes a choice about something that affects the rest of the story – for 
example,	the	first	couple	of	stars	might	be	next	to:	

Red asking if she can go to visit Nana 

Mam agreeing 

Every time a character makes a choice in a story there is an opportunity for the story to 
go in lots of different directions.  This is a good way of thinking about the decisions that 
writers make and something you can use in your own writing if you’re not sure where to 
go with a story. 

For instance, in the examples above, the following could have happened… 

Instead of ‘Red asking if she can go to visit Nana’ 

What if 
- Red decided to stay at home 
- Red asked if she could go to a friend’s house 
- Red asked if she and Tommy could both go to visit Nana 

It would have been a very different story! 

Pick three parts of the story you’ve put a star next to and see how many different 
versions of events you can brainstorm. 

 

Part 2 - The Court Case 
Statements (15 minutes) 
Now we’re going to look a bit closer at the three main characters and how their view of 
the events in the story might be different. 

Imagine that Nana reported the event to the police and it ended up going to court. 

The	first	thing	the	police	might	ask	for	is	a	statement.		This	is	a	chance	for	someone	who	
has been the victim of a crime to explain how it has affected them.   

It turns out that our particular wolf has been in trouble before and below is a statement 
from then.   

Statement - by the Three Little Pigs
Pig 1

It took me ages to build my house made of straw. A whole two hours! And I had to pay 
the	farmer	for	the	straw	in	the	first	place.	And	then	that	wolf	came	and	blew	it	all	down.	
I was scared when I saw him and ran all the way to my brother’s house. It made my little 
legs very tired. And now I don’t have a house anymore. I’ll have to save up the money to 
build a whole new house, from bricks which were more expensive. Until then I’ve got to 
live in a little house, designed for just one pig with my two annoying brothers.
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Can you try and write a statement from Red and Nana?  Think about how they might 
talk and what they might say.  What do you think they would be most upset about? 

 

 
The Defence (15 minutes) 
After the police have the statements it’s time for the wolf to face the court room.  He’s 
got his best suit on and he’s tried to brush his hair and clean his teeth. 

When he’s in court he will have a chance to explain why he did what he did or to make 
an excuse for his behaviour. 

In his last court case, with the three little pigs, he said he wasn’t trying to blow the 
houses down he just had a really bad cold and so was breathing very heavily and just 
happened to be near to the houses.  When that didn’t work he explained he was just 
trying to show the pigs how weak the houses were, that the pigs weren’t very nice 
anyway, that he really only wanted to come in the house for some shelter, that it was 
Tuesday and he really didn’t like Tuesdays so he couldn’t help being in a bad mood… 

Have a go at writing what the wolf might use as his excuse in court this time.  Try 
writing	it	in	the	first	person,	as	if	you	are	the	wolf.	
 
The Sentence (15 minutes) 
Now imagine you are on the jury.  You all agree that the wolf is guilty.  Last time, he 
was told he had to help both pigs rebuild their houses. 

What sentence or punishment will you give the wolf this time?  Write it down along 
with an explanation of how you think this will help the wolf make a positive change 
and become a good wolf in future. 
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Pig 2

You think that’s bad? I spent three hours building my house of sticks, that I had to pay 
the woodcutter for. When I saw the wolf I was up a ladder, hanging a picture and I was 
so scared I fell off and bumped my head so now I’ve got a huge lump right in the middle 
of my gorehead. And I’ve also lost my home and have to stay in a house with the other 
two,	sleeping	on	the	floor	in	the	kitchen	because	there	isn’t	space	anywhere	else.

Pig 3

I	spent	two	days	building	my	house	from	brick	but	I	didn’t	mind	as	I	thought	I’d	finally	
got my own place. But now, thanks to that wolf, I’ve got to put up with these two and 
their bad habits all over again...



Part 3 – How the wolf tells it  

Planning (15 minutes) 
Read through Here Comes Red again.  See how the story is written from Red’s point of 
view.  She is the main character so we follow her through the story.   

If we wanted to tell the story from Nana’s point of view, we would have to think about 
what Nana was doing for the whole length of the story, not just when Red was there.  We 
would also need to think about what Nana was thinking and feeling at different points in 
the story.  If we planned this out it might look like this:  

See if you can write a bullet point list of the story you might write if you were telling it 
from the wolf’s point of view.

Writing (30 minutes)  
Now have a go at writing your version of the story, written from the wolf’s point of view.  
See if you can get the reader on the wolf’s side so that we believe he has done the right 
thing in the situation. 

• Nana is doing a crossword when 
the telephone rings. It is Red’s 
Mam saying she is on the way over

• She realises she needs to tidy 
round ready for Red, so she quickly 
shoves all her clothes under the 
bed and hides the dirty pots in the 
kitchen cupboards.

• Nana gets herself tucked up in bed 
ready for her visitor.

• When the wolf bursts in, Nana is so 
surprised she doesn’t have time to 
react	and	finds	herself	shut	in	the	
wardrobe

• While she’s in the wardrobe, she takes 
a hair grip from her hair and uses it to 
pick the lock - a handy skill she learnt 
when she was a spy.

•	 As	the	lock	finally	gives	way,	she	
jumps out of the cupboard all ready 
for	a	fight.	She’s	disappointed	to	see	
the wolf run away but is cheered up 
when she remembers that Red has 
brought cake.
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Part 4 – What happens Next? 

Now we’ve looked at all the story from 
everyone’s point of view, it’s time to think 
about what happens next. 

Characters (10 minutes) 
Have a go at writing down what each 
character is feeling at the end of Here Comes 
Red.   

For example, 

Do Nana or Red feel sorry for the wolf or are they 
happy he’s gone? 
Does the wolf feel guilty or is he planning something 
else? 

What else are they thinking, planning or feeling on the way home? 

Planning (15 minutes) 
Try and brainstorm all the directions the story could go in from here.  Use your 
imagination and be as creative as you like. 

Then pick your favourite one to work on. 

Using this as a starting point, make a bullet point list of the events that will happen in your 
story.  You could start the story from the moment the wolf leaves Nana’s or you could skip 
forward.  For example, the next bit of the tale might be Red leaving Nana’s house to go 
back home or might be on a different day altogether.
 
Writing (20 minutes) 
Write your story up. 

Think about whose point of view you’re telling the story from (whether this is still Red or 
whether	you’ve	switched	to	the	wolf	or	Nana)	and	how	you	can	make	it	descriptive	and	
interesting for the reader.

 

Ideas for further exploration:  
* You could rewrite Here Comes Red from any point in the story, to see what happens 

when you take it in a different direction or try writing it from Nana’s point of view. 

* Why not try acting out the court scene, reading the statements and defence out in 
character. 

* See if there are any other fairy tales that you could re-tell from a different character’s 
point of view. 

* Most fairy tales have a ‘goodie’ and ‘baddie’.  Could you write a court scene based on the 
trial of a baddie from another fairy tale?  Who would the witnesses be and what might 
the baddie say in their defence? 
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Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


