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A classroom resource inspired by creative expression



Zine Making
A classroom resource inspired by 
creative expression

Age suitability: 8-11 years old

Time Frame: Minimum 30 minutes

Resources:
Coloured paper and pens

Holepunch and string/ribbons or stapler 
[optional]

Access to photocopier and printer

Aims:
- To encourage young people to work as a team to 

create an artistic product

- To allow young people to express themselves creatively

Curriculum Links:
This activity will give students the opportunity to link with the following areas of the 
curriculum -

English

Plan their writing
- Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing and using other similar writing 

as models for their own

- Noting and developing initial ideas

Draft and write
- Selecting appropriate vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and 

enhance meaning

Art and Design

- Produce creative work, exploring their ideas

- Evaluate and analyse creative works

- Develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft 
and design



Introduction
All the downloadable resources as part of the Positive Change theme should have 
generated lots of different types of work, from blackout and collage poetry to short stories 
and manifestos.

Making a zine is a great way to pull all this together so that it can be shared with friends 
and parents. The great thing about zines is that they don’t need to be perfect or polished 
– the idea is that they can be very ‘scrappy’ and homemade, with lots of personality.

Below is a rough guide to making your zine as well as some idea for other things you 
could include if you wanted to.

How To
Step 1 - Planning
If there are a few of you working together to make the zine you should give everyone in 
the group a role. Think about who is best suited to do the following:

Editor(s) – need to be able to read work carefully and spot any mistakes in the work that 
might need changing before it ‘goes to print’.

Illustrator(s) – need to have good drawing and illustration skills – whether for a full-page 
picture somewhere in the zine or just adding finishing touches like drawing borders or 
page numbers on the pages.

Production – need to have good attention to detail and to be able to work quickly and 
carefully putting the zines together, making sure that every one is the same.

[If you are making a zine at home then you will be all of the job roles, but you might not 
need to worry about the production step as you could just be making a one-off limited 
addition zine!].

Step 2 - Editing
The first job for the editors is to carefully proofread the work and correct any spelling 
mistakes. They may also want to give titles to work that doesn’t have it or add the writer’s 
name onto the work so that everyone is credited properly.

The editor(s) then need to look at all the work together and make a decision on what 
order to put everything in. It can help to do this by laying all the pieces of work out on a 
table or on the floor so you can see what the whole zine might look like.

Vocabulary
Proofread - Verb. Reading over 
a piece of work (often someone 
else’s) to check for mistakes.

Credit - Noun. Putting the name 
of a writer or artist next to their 
work so everyone knows who 
wrote/made it.
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Editing Top Tips
Try to mix up the different types of 
work to keep the reader’s interest. 
For example, a short story, then a 
collage piece, then a manifesto, 
rather than all the short stories 
together and all the manifestos 
together etc.

The first and last pieces should be 
those that fit the overall theme 
very closely, whereas the pieces in 
between can be a bit more varied.



Step 3 - Illustration
Once the order is decided, the illustrators should look at the layout and decide where 
any extra drawings or decorations might be needed. This could include:

• A whole page drawing to break up some pages of text

• Drawing borders around work or adding smaller drawings to go alongside a piece of 
text or to fill up a page

• Decorating page numbers if you want them (these could be drawn on or you could cut 
and paste numbers from a magazine to create a crafty feel to the zine)

• Designing a front cover and/or back page

Remember to think about whether your zine will be copied in colour or black and white 
as this might affect which drawings will work better. For black and white photocopying, 
for example, you will want simple line drawings and cartoon style illustrations rather 
than drawings with lots of different colours and shading. (If you are just making a zine 
of your own and not making extra copies then you can be as bright and colourful as you 
like. You might also want to stick things on; sequins, stickers, feathers etc).

Here’s some example zines to give you some ideas:
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< Credit: epl.org
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Step 4 - Production
Finally, those who are responsible for the production of the zine need to carefully collect 
the work in order and recreate it by photocopying it. Page numbers will help with the 
order but if there are no page numbers, you might want to make a note of the order or 
photograph it before you start.

Make copies of all of the pages with a photocopier, with an adult’s help if you need it.

You will need to think about how you are putting it together; whether you will fold pages, 
staple them together or tie them together by hole punching sheets and threading string 
through them. This might affect how you photocopy the pages as folding may change 
the order the work appears in.

Step 5 – Distribution!
Now you have your zines you can get them to your readers. You might want to give them 
to friends or family or find a place to display them in school or at home.

Other Ideas
Below are some other ideas of things you could include in your Positive Change zine.

•  Poetry on the ‘positive change’ theme – try haikus, list poems and cut & paste poetry

•  Favourite jokes

•  Recommendations or reviews – books, films, TV shows.

•  Comic strips

•  Interviews – perhaps with people who have made a ‘positive change’     
to themselves or their community

•  Competitions or quizzes – wordsearches, guess the baby photo,      
crosswords, riddles
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www. sunderlandculture.org.uk
info@sunderlandculture.org.uk

Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


