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Aim:  
To create a landscape or natural 
environment from waste. To encourage 
awareness and understanding of the 
effects of pollution, global warming 
and climate change on our natural 
environment and cities.

Curriculum Links:
Various in science, geography, health and history 
looking at biodiversity, sustainable environments, 
animal habitats, climate change, industrial 
revolution effects etc. But specifically:

KS1 Science:

-  ‘Pupils recognise that environments can change and 
this can sometimes pose threats to living things’

-  describe the simple physical properties of a variety of 
everyday materials

-  compare and group together a variety of everyday materials 
on the basis of their simple physical properties.

KS2 Yr 4 Science:

- recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 
living things.

KS1 Art and Design:

- to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space

KS2 Arts and Design:

- To improve their mastery of art and design techniques

Age suitability: Various for KS1 and KS2

Time Frame: WHOLE SCHOOL ACTIVITY (each class can make a different element)

Resources: Assorted plastic, cardboard, paper, packaging and waste collected over time.

Suggested ideas:
- Discuss how landscapes such as the sea and countryside can be affected by different 

kinds of man made pollution. What are the dangers and threats to animal habitats, the 
environment, health etc?

- CREATE A 3D UNDERWATER SCENE (look at SDG Life below water)- entirely from plastic 
and scrap. Different classes can make different parts of the scene. The creatures can be 
suspended from a ceiling or hung in a window. Use to facilitate discussion on the effects 
of rubbish and plastic in the oceans.

Simple and clear instructions accompanied by images/illustrations/videos:

-  KS1 Jellyfish (attach Jellyfish instructions,plus jellyfish video, plus jellyfish inspiration)

-  KS1 Tube fish (Attach tube fish instructions plus video and tube sea creature inspirations) 
or KS2 Bottle Fish ( Attach bottle fish instructions plus video plus sea creature inspiration)
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Ideas for further exploration:
- Decorate plastic bottles with sharpies and cut into spirals to create seaweed like 

textures

- 1 hour activity to create a fish or creature from assorted arranged scrap and then 
photograph it. It could be a giant creature or a small creature.

- MAKE A 3D COUNTRYSIDE SCENE: e.g. Flowers, trees. See these brilliant ideas for other 
things to make from scrap. Attach rubbish nature inspiration.

- CREATE A GIANT SEA CREATURE OR ANIMAL - some inspiring ideas for giant sea 
creatures to me made (especially good if you were considering bringing an artist in to 
work with the school as an extension idea) see large sea creature inspiration

Any links to local/national/international initiatives or schemes:

https://naee.org.uk - National Association for Environmental Education - really good 
information about SDG’s (Sustainable Development Goals)

https://naee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/NAEE_EE_SDG_Publication.pdf

https://www.fee.global is a global foundation for environmental education

https://www.yre.global/about-the-campaign - ‘Litter less’ campaign and young reporters 
for the environment

https://www.ecoschools.global

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/36454988 - clip showing amazing creatures made 
from rubbish

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZL6tGi5Dxg ‘ocean rubbish turned into marine 
animals’ - a great video on YouTube that shows an artist in Australia making sculptures 
from sea plastic.

https://www.earthday.org

Global annual initiative (April 22nd) with some resources

https://www.kidsagainstplastic.co.uk/learn/lesson-guides/
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Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


