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Part A Explore: Drawing and Collage



The Big Picture
The are many different types of art forms. 
An art form:

• Is a type of creative activity;
• Makes us think or feel something;
• Encourages us to talk about things;
• Is made by one or more artists;
• Might explore a theme, idea or issue;
• Involves skills which we can learn;
• May need specialist materials or equipment;
• Is inspired by something;
• Is shared with other people e.g. in an exhibition or 

performance;
• Might not be to our taste (we do not think it is ‘nice’ or like it).

What different type of art form can    
we think of?
• Performing arts (for example, all kinds of music, dance, drama, storytelling, circus, 

mime, carnival, musical theatre, backstage theatre roles, performance art)
• Visual arts, craft and design (for example, drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, 

textiles, printmaking)
• Literature (for example, poetry, fiction, journalism, scriptwriting)
• Digital and media (for example, ‘digital making’ using code, photography, film, video, 

computer arts, games design, recorded music, digital art)
• Wider arts practice (for example arts marketing, producing, arts administration)
• Museum practice (for example curation and interpretation)

Which art forms have you tried? Which 
would you like to try?

Each child needs a piece of A4 paper or a fresh page in a blank sketchbook (p.1). 
Get them to list all the art forms they can think of. Ask them to tick the art forms 
they’ve tried. Ask them to write one sentence explaining which art forms they 
would like to try and why. If you have time you could ask them to draw an icon/
picture depicting each art form.
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Challenge
We are going to explore two art forms. Note to teacher: You may spend one lesson 
per activity or do shorter tasters. This part is about trying things not perfecting 
them. However, as always encourage the children to try their best.

1. Drawing
We will make a drawing inspired by a journey. This could be a drawing based on 
imagination a journey somewhere you would like to go in Sunderland or a journey 
based on memory somewhere you have been, perhaps to see or take part in 
arts like a museum, gallery or visitor attraction. You might include some writing 
alongside you drawing.

2. Collage
We will make a collage about Sunderland sense of place/belonging.
We will collect some images, arrange them on paper, and create a new composition 
(a composition is the arrangement of elements in your artwork on the page. You 
also have compositions in music.).

You may wish to share the examples included in this resource with the class and 
talk about what works well.

Success Criteria
A successful part A of your Arts Award will:

1.  Document you trying out two different art forms (the process).

2.  Record your thoughts about what you have explored.

Materials
Sketchbook for each young person; a camera for the teacher to document each 
child working; a pencil, pencil sharpener and eraser; assorted collage materials 
(images from around Sunderland) and glue sticks or PVA.
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Step by Step
Drawing to tell a story.

1.  Ask the children to write the steps of a journey they are familiar with or can 
imagine.

2.  Create a grid and write one sentence per grid square.

3.  Draw a picture that helps us understand each sentence in the story.

Collage.

1.  Collect a range of visual images from around Sunderland.

2.  Carefully cut out the images.

3.  Fit them together in a new way. You might overlap certain images.

4.  Stick down the parts of your collage.
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On a fresh page (p.2) get every child to write Part A Activity 1.

Ask them to write what they will be drawing e.g. I am going to draw my journey to go 
for a walk in Mowbray Park. When the child is drawing take a photograph. Ask them 
to stick it on this page and label what they are doing.

Leave space underneath the photo to reflect when you have completed the drawing.
Write a sentence or two about whether they enjoyed the activity or not? Why?

Ask the children to also write a sentence about what they found inspiring. Inspiration 
is about the way we enjoy thinking and exploring ideas or skills. It is sometimes used 
to describe when you borrow and adapt ideas for an artwork from something or 
someone.

Some examples of what young people might find inspiring include:
Trying new things; Drawing something from my imagination; Drawing to 
communicate something; Thinking about a journey; working on my own; having my 
own sketchbook etc.
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On the next page (p.3) add their finished drawing.

On the next page (p.4) ask them to write Part A Activity 2.
Write a sentence on what they are going to do e.g. I am going to explore collage.
Photograph the children as they make their collage and again ask each child to stick 
in the photograph and label what is happening. If there is more than one child in the 
photo encourage them to label ‘This is me’.

On page five (p.5) stick in their complete collage.
Underneath the collage write a couple of sentences about what they enjoyed and 
why. Finally ask them to reflect on what they found inspiring and write a final 
sentence.

You have completed part A!

Stretch and Challenge.
Ask the children to create a drawing of a journey from a book they are reading in 
English. Ask them to summarise the key steps in the story and make a small sketch 
to accompany each sentence. This is the beginning of the process to create an 
illustration.
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www. sunderlandculture.org.uk
info@sunderlandculture.org.uk

Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


