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Creative 
Sunderland 
A classroom resource to support the Explore Arts Award



If each child in your class completes every step of 
this project it could be submitted to Trinity College 
London as an Explore Arts Award. If you have a trained 
Arts Award Adviser in your school you could do this on 
your own.

Alternatively, you could work with an Arts Award Adviser 
from Sunderland Culture. It is important to note there is a cost 
per pupil for Arts Award and Sunderland Culture may need to 
charge a fee for their time.

Please note the specification and fees  for Arts Award does change from time to time. You 
could also consider applying to the Arts Award Access fund if you can demonstrate that your 
Arts Award project will benefit young people facing barriers to taking part like deprivation. 
This is a highly competitive national process so you must make a strong case for support.

The Big Picture
Over the next term we are going to work together to complete an Arts Award.

Creative Sunderland
A classroom resource to support the Explore 
Arts Award

Target key stage: Suitable for Y6 or above

Recommended duration: at least 10 hours teaching time spread out 
over a term

Key themes: Art and Design



Arts Award is:
• a national qualification improving your arts, communication and leadership skills;
• awarded Trinity College in London;
• There are five levels of Arts Award. We will complete an Explore* level project.

You can find out more about Arts Award at www.artsaward.org.uk

You can find out more about Sunderland Culture and Arts Award at https://
sunderlandculture.org.uk/education/arts-award/

Arts Award is not awarded to the schools, it is your qualification and certificate to 
take with you like a GCSE when you are in Secondary School. Commitment to Arts 
Award can help your school achieve Arts Mark. You can find out more about Arts 
Mark here: ARTSMARK LINK

*If you have children under 11 in Year 6 on completion of the project make sure you 
talk to the Trinity College Helpdesk as at time of writing it is still possible to enter 
them with their permission and provided you have all the evidence.

What do we need to do?
To achieve Arts Award each person in our class needs to produce a portfolio. A 
portfolio is a collection of work by an artist. Your portfolio will show Trinity College 
what you have done and what you have learned by completing Arts Award. Your 
portfolio is very important. A random selection of these will be sent to Trinity 
College for a moderator to see what you have done. For that reason we have 
to make sure we present our best work whether that’s drawing or writing. The 
moderator needs to be able to understand what you have done.

Our portfolio will take the form of a sketchbook. Many artists organise their 
thoughts and work in a sketchbook. Sometimes they paper sketchbooks, 
sometimes they are digital. There are different advantages to both types of 
sketchbooks. We will make a paper sketchbook.

There are four parts (part A to D) to an Explore Arts Award.

We will try out different art skills, learn about an arts organisation Sunderland 
Culture, research an artist, think about how and create a personal piece of artwork 
and then share what we have learned. 

For the purposes of this teaching resource we suggest you break up the project as 
follows but depending on your learners you may wish to extend sections. 
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Lesson 1 and 2
• Part A

- Drawing
- Collage

Lesson 3
• Part B
 - Researching an arts organisation

Lesson 4 
• Part B
 - Researching an artist

Lessons 5 and 6
• Part C
 - Planning a personal art piece
 - Recording how you make it
 - Documenting the pieces progress
 - Evaluating your work

Lesson 7
• Part D
 - Sharing what you learned. This should include key learning from each  
      section of Arts Award and not just part C.

Creative Sunderland
A classroom resource to support the Explore 
Arts Award



Things to Avoid
• Every child needs their own portfolio of evidence. The moderator cannot accept 

anything that isn’t in the portfolio or signposted on the individual assessment 
sheet. Teachers have sometimes believed because they saw a child complete 
something this should count but Trinity College can only moderate what they can 
see.

• You cannot submit work to be moderated if you are not an Arts Award Adviser.

• If your school doesn’t have an Adviser you could attend public training for a one-off 
cost. Training dates and costs are updated on Arts Award’s website

 (See https://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=2054). 

• There is a cost per young person’s certificate. Make sure you have enough to pay for 
any certificates. These fees are in line with fees for similar levels of qualifications. 

• Only book your moderation date when you are satisfied everyone pupil has 
completed their portfolio. Each child entered needs a short adviser report form. 
This project plan was created in March 2021 so it is important to check the current 
assessment criteria.

• Each child needs to share what they have learned. A common misconception is to 
think an exhibition is enough to share but Trinity College want to know what every 
young person learned and enjoyed.

This project plan was created in March 2021 so it is important to check the current 
assessment criteria.
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www. sunderlandculture.org.uk
info@sunderlandculture.org.uk

Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


