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Marvellous Map
Aims: This would be an ongoing, growing 
and developing project that runs for the 
length of a term, and can involve either just 
one class or multiple classes.

The idea would be to create a giant 
‘Marvellous Map’, based on your local area. It 
doesn’t have to be an accurate map, but can 
focus on the areas important to the children 
- home, school, parks, favourite shops, river, 
favourite trees etc.

A basic map would be first made on an area of 
wall space (possibly created by a teacher and a 
small group of children) using coloured paper for 
a background and main features of roads, river, green 
space etc.. and then children would add features over the 
course of the term. The overall effect would be an evolving collage 
using a mix of materials and textures. Children can use text to write about why these 
places are special to them.

The children will get to see how the artwork grows over time, and can see how their 
individual ideas and pieces of art help build a bigger picture.

Time Frame: one term
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Resources:
• large sheets of coloured paper or card (such as frieze paper) for the background 

of the map
• paper to make main features - roads, river, green spaces etc.
• selection of papers including recycled materials to collage (coloured papers, 

wrapping paper, newspaper. magazines, plain drawing paper)
• pens, pencils, crayons etc
• envelopes (can make great houses!)
• tissue paper (can be scrunched up for trees)
• fabrics to collage
• small boxes and cardboard tubes
• bottle tops (great for car/ bus wheels)
• glue sticks
• scissors

Instructions:
Creating the background for the map

I would suggest creating the background for the map with a small group of chosen 
children and a teacher. First steps would be to establish some wall space or a special 
area to display the map. It can be as large as you would like it to be. Stick together 
some large sheets of coloured paper/card to the size you want it to be. Take a look 
at a real map of the area to see the main features - you can make the map very 
focussed in a small geographical area (just a few streets around the school) or a 
wider area of your locality. Ask the children what the most important places they 
think should be included on the background of map should be (large, vague features 
as opposed to specific houses, shops etc) Use papers or card to collage these main 
features onto the map - roads, river, green spaces, leave an area for the school. Don’t 
worry too much about accuracy of the map - an abstract impression of the area 
works well too. Once you have the main background created you can mount the 
map onto the wall, ready to be worked on over the course of the term.

Creating artwork to add to the map

This project can be worked on in stages.

• Homes  First stage could be for all children to create their home for the map. I 
would suggest rather than trying to position their homes in accurate position 
on the map, that they stick their houses around the outside edge of the map to 
create a border of houses. House can be drawn on paper, collaged with papers 
and fabrics, drawn on envelopes (the flaps work well as a roof) or you can be more 
creative and make houses with flaps at 
the front to open and show the interior. 
Ask them to think about the number of 
windows, the colour of their door, the 
number of their house. Again, it doesn’t 
really matter if its not an accurate image 
of their real home - it could be a dream 
house!
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• Favourite Places  Ask the children to think of the most important places in their local 
area. This can be areas and places that are special to them, places they visit frequently, 
their homes, a swimming pool, a play park, shops etc. Talk about why these areas are 
special to them. Ask them to draw pictures, collage or make junk models of these 
places to add to the map.

• Nature and Green Spaces  Ask what green spaces and play parks there are. What 
makes them special? Ask the children to make / draw something to add to a park, 
garden, green space. It could be play equipment like swings or slides to it could be trees 
made out of cardboard tunes and tissue paper, or it could be flowers cut and collaged. 
They could add insects and wild animals - are there foxes in the local area?

• Transport  What are the different types of transport used in the local area? Cars, buses, 
bikes, vans, taxis - ask children to create their favourite and add them to the map.

• People and pets  Ask each child to create themselves in any form - drawing, model, 
collage and add it to the map. You could write their names on beside them too. They 
can also add their pets, parents, brothers, sisters, grandparents, teachers etc too.

• Anything else?  Keep getting the children to visit the map to see what else needs 
to go on. Are there bus stops? Are there sign posts? Are all the important building 
on - the school, library, police station, doctors surgery, dentists, shops? Again, don’t 
worry about accuracy - think about what makes a community. Ask if they can spot 
themselves on the map? Can they find their house?

Over the course of the term the map should grow into a big, beautiful, colourful and 
textured artwork, a mish-mash of ideas and imagery that represents their small part of 
the world and what is important to them within it.

Ideas for further exploration:

To get the children thinking more about mapping areas, ask them to draw a simple 
map plan of their home - what rooms are on each floor and how they fit together? What 
would it look like if you took off the roof and looked straight down?

You could make mini treasure maps of the school, the classroom or the school grounds. 
Ask the children to draw a simple map and mark where they would bury treasure with a 
big X. You could hide things there and see if they could find them. Scrunch up the map 
and dip it into black tea or coffee to age the paper and make it look like a real old map.

Study real maps of the area and ask the children to find landmarks. Can they find the 
school. Can they find their street? How would they get from one point to another?
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www. sunderlandculture.org.uk
info@sunderlandculture.org.uk

Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


