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Edgar Artis Inspired 
Fashion Illustrations 
A classroom resource inspired by pollution, 
global warming and climate change

Aim: 
To design garments, hats or trainer 
designs using rubbish and waste. It 
draws awareness to how designers are 
trying to be more eco conscious and use 
recycled products in their clothing and 
brands.

Curriculum Links:
KS2 Arts and Design

- Artist, architects and designers in history

- To improve their mastery of art and design techniques

Age suitability: KS2

Time Frame: 1 hour (but can extend to half day session)

Resources: 
line drawings of female figure, male figure, hat and trainer

Assorted scrap (i.e. single use plastics, sweet wrappers, crisp packets, take away cartons, tin 
cans, plastic bags, straws, bottle tops etc)

Pritt stick

Suggested ideas:
Simple and clear instructions accompanied by images/illustrations/videos:

1.  Look at the Edgar Artis inspirational images. Study how waste such as pencil shaving or 
food wrappers has been used as inspiration to create amazing clothing. Also look at the 
examples of other real fashion items created from waste.

2. Choose a product to design (they can use the line drawings as a base for their artwork, or 
do their own drawings).

3. Collect an assortment of scrap and waste so children can create their own unique design. 
Paper and wrappers can be stuck flat, or creased, cut and folded so they ‘pop out’. Use a 
good quality glue, and encourage them to be bold and wacky in their creations.

Ideas for further exploration:
-Children could actually create a wearable product made from waste, such as jewellery, a 
bag or a hat.

Any links to local/national/international initiatives or schemes:

Research which brands are now turning to recycled products to think more about the 
environment. For example, Adidas (parley ocean plastic) are making shoes out of plastic 
found in the sea. Nike have ‘re-use a shoe’ programme and also make shoes from recycled 
bottles. They have a shoe made from a recycled polyester ‘Space Waste Yarn’.

Triad https://www.traid.org.uk is an organisation encouraging sustainable fashion with 
some educational resources

https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/the-clothes-line - exploring fair trade in 
fashion for 7-11 year olds

https://www.traid.org.uk
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/the-clothes-line
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Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


