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‘Face the Waste’ Monsters 
A classroom resource inspired by pollution, 
global warming and climate change

Aim: 
To create temporary creatures or faces by 
arranging collected litter, illustrating the 
‘monster’ problem of rubbish.

Curriculum Links:
KS1 Art and Design:

- to use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products

- to develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space

KS1 Science:

‘Pupils recognise that environments can change and this can 
sometimes pose threats to living things’

Age suitability: KS1

Time Frame: 1 Hour

Resources: 
Assorted junk (bottle tops, wrappers, cartons, bottles, corks, lolly sticks etc)
A camera
see junk portraits inspiration sheet

Simple and clear instructions accompanied by images/illustrations/videos:

1. Collect assorted junk (you may need to do this in advance).

2. Use a table cloth, large piece of sugar paper or fabric as the background.

3. Arrange to create a funny face or full bodied creature (children can work alone to make 
smaller creatures, or in pairs or small groups to make large ones). Encourage the children 
to be as inventive as possible. What can be used to create crazy wild hear, or what would 
be good to use as teeth and nose?

4. Your face could have a speech bubble coming out of it with a slogan or phrase.

5. Photograph the result.

Ideas for further exploration:
- Create a giant face as a class, or in larger teams. When you have completed the face, it 

can be photographed in stages by removing something bit by bit. The result will be an 
animation).

- Using an i-pad or similar, create moving animations with rubbish

Any links to local/national/international initiatives or schemes:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/totally-rubbish  ‘Totally Rubbish’ show on CBBC - 
where rubbish is turned into amazing stuff!

https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/blog/2017/4/17 
hojhet2m35gdbtz37stnm4onsitl8t  Some interesting artworks by Kanny Sharf, made from 
rubbish.

https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-our-campaigns/great-big-school-
clean  A national campaign from ‘Keep Britain Tidy.’
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Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


