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Aim: 
Focussing on the theme ‘REDUCE, REUSE, 
RECYCLE” challenge the students to come 
up with new uses for otherwise thrown 
away items.

Curriculum Links:
KS2 Design and Technology-

- use research and develop design criteria to inform 
the design of innovative, functional, appealing 
products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular 
individuals or groups

- generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas 
through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional 
and exploded diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and 
computer-aided design

- select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for 
example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately

-  investigate and analyse a range of existing products

-  evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views 
of others to improve their work

Age suitability: KS2

Time Frame: 1 Hour (but this could be broken into 2 lessons if you wanted to give the 
children more time to present)

Resources:
Assorted junk - plastic bottles, cereal packets, cardboard tubes, cans.

Paper, scissors, tape and pencils

Simple and clear instructions accompanied by images/illustrations/videos:

1.  Show examples of people who have repurposed thrown away items creatively. see RE- 
Purposed Rubbish ideas . It could be stationary, jewellery, a toy or anything useful or 
decorative.

2. Brief the children on their task: To take 1 item of waste, and re-imagine it to turn it 
into something useful. The children can work alone or in pairs. The idea to open up 
their imagination and creativity so the brief and response can be left quite open to 
interpretation, to allow individuality. It doesn’t have to look good, it is more about the 
idea. They could be prompted to think about:

- What is its purpose?

- How could it be made/ produced?

- What would they name their product?

- How could they advertise it/ sell it, and who to?

3. Children can present their ideas in various ways. They can do this by sketching diagrams, 
making an example, or presenting their ideas verbally to the class.



Ideas for further exploration:
-Design a whole campaign around their product. Make up some examples to market 
and sell, design posters, set a price and organise a re-purposed craft fair. This would allow 
Extended links to ICT and maths.

Any links to local/national/international initiatives or schemes:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/totally-rubbish  ‘Totally Rubbish’ tv show on CBBC - 
where rubbish is turned into amazing stuff! (see the crisp packet fashion idea).

https://www.unenvironment.org/youngchampions/bio/2018/africa/shady-rabab  Artist 
Shady Rabab makes musical instruments form waste (a good video clip).

https://www.businesswaste.co.uk/fun-recycling-facts-for-children/  Lots of good simple 
facts about recycling.

https://junkwize.com/recycling-made-easy-facts-figures-and-fun/  A London based waste 
removal company that has some good resources and facts.
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Want to know more about the artist that 
designed this resource? Contact us and we’ll 
happily introduce you!

@sunderlandculture

@SundCulture

@sunderlandculture


