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Overview
Key Stage: 2
Year group: 6
Duration: 12 lessons (30 minutes per lesson)
Ability: Mixed

Learning objectives
In this unit pupils will explore a range of stimuli from WWII. 
They will develop knowledge, understanding, technical ability 
and appreciation of dance and apply a range of compositional 
devices to their own work.

Learning outcomes
By the end of this unit, pupils will be able to perform a 
substantial piece of choreography which has been developed 
from their own work and that taught by the teacher.

Opportunities for differentiation
All pupils will: create and perform simple dances that attempt to focus on the theme of 
the dance; take part in group dances; take part in discussions about the composition of the 
dance or performance; with help, choose movement material for their choreography; show 
some understanding of how to perform safely in dance; use simple dance terminology to 
talk about their own and other people’s work.

Most pupils will: plan and perform dances confidently; use their understanding of 
composition to create dance phrases for themselves and in collaboration with others in 
their group; use their knowledge of dance to adapt their skills to meet the demands of the 
choreographic task; show expression in their dances and sensitivity to music; identify the 
form and structure of a dance; make imaginative suggestions on how to improve their own 
and other people’s work. 

Some pupils will: compose motifs and plan dances creatively and collaboratively 
independently and in groups; adapt and refine the way they use dynamics, space and 
musicality in their dances to express themselves in performance; perform movement 
material clearly and fluently; recognize their own rehearsals methodically during practice 
time in lessons; show an understanding of safe execution of movement; recognize and 
comment on dances, showing an understanding of the use of constituent features; suggest 
ways to improve their own and other people’s work.

Assessment 
• Baseline assessment (first lesson)
• Formative assessment (continually) through question and answer and observation
• Self, partner and group evaluations of compositional skills and quality of performance 

(continually)
• Summative assessment (last lesson) 
Curriculum links
• Literacy: key words 
• Citizenship and British values: co-operation, teamwork, tolerance, inclusivity, acceptance, 

equality. 
• Numeracy: counting beats in music
• Music: learning about the style of music used during the 1930s and 1940s. 
• ICT: use of powerpoints, videos and music for teaching. 
• Drama: using narrative and performing skills to portray a character, emotion or theme. 
• History/Politics: exploring the historical, social and  cultural context of WWII.
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Resources
Suggested Teaching Resources:
• Youtube video clips of extracts from professional dance works and WWII documentaries
• Still images of WWII
• Whiteboard/interactive whiteboard/projector
• Stereo player / music system 

Curriculum overview
To be completed by the individual school based on their KS3 Dance/PE curriculum map. 

Key Skills
Acquire and develop
Explore and improvise ideas for dances using a range of themes. Pupil will be expected to 
work on their own, with a partner and in a group.
Perform dances expressively, using a range of performance skills.
Perform specific skills and movement patterns accurately.

Select and apply
Compose dances by using, adapting and developing taught sequences.
Explore, improvise and choose appropriate material to create motifs and phrases inspired 
by a stimulus.
Compose, develop and adapt motifs to make dance phrases and use these in longer 
dances.

Knowledge and understanding 
Learn key subject specific terminology in relation to performance, composition and 
appreciation.
Demonstrate an understanding of key terminology through correct application in practice, 
evident in practical work. 

Evaluating and improving
Describe, analyse, interpret and evaluate dances, showing an understanding of some 
aspects of the constituent features of dance.
Identify and describe different constituent features in their own and others’ dances using 
dance terminology. 
Make informed interpretations, judgments and opinions of the work being analysed.
Identify areas for improvement in their own work and others’ and articulate clear goals 
and strategies in order to bring about improvement.

Key words
Actions, Gestures , Space, Level, Size, Facing, Direction, 
Pathways, Dynamics, Relationships, Unison, Canon, 
Accumulation, Group formation, Stimulus, Phrase, 
Sequence, Theme, Structure
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Lesson content overview  
Lesson 1: Dance styles of WWII
Lesson 2: Dance styles of WWII.
Lesson 3: In the trenches (ensemble)
Lesson 4: In the trenches (ensemble)
Lesson 5: On the battlefield (duets)
Lesson 6: On the battlefield (duets)
Lesson 7: Creative stimulus using a letter (solo)
Lesson 8: Creative stimulus using a letter (solo)
Lesson 9: Creative stimulus using a letter (solo)
Lesson 10: Whole class choreography rehearsal. 
Lesson 11: Whole class choreography rehearsal.
Lesson 12: Rehearsal and final performance of the completed choreography.

Lesson content 
The following is to be used as guide to assist the writing of complete lesson plans 
appropriate for your school. 

LESSON 1
Learning objectives 
To gain knowledge and understanding of wartime social dance in Britain.
To understand how the social, historical and cultural context affected the social dance.
To analyse a variety of dance styles that appear in the 1930s-1940s. 
Learning outcomes
Discuss the defining characteristics of social dances of the 1930s-1940s.  
Perform phrases in a variety of dance styles seen at the time. 
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives for the unit and of the lesson. 
Warm up. 
Main
Ask students to share what they might already know about WWII. 
Identify which dance styles appear in 1930s-1940s Britain and play a selection of clips 
demonstrating each style. Students discuss their observations about the features of the 
dance style
Teach a series of phrases in the dance styles that appear. 
Discuss the expressive performance elements of each style/phrase.
Students perform the phrases in small groups. The audience feedback focusing on how 
effective the use of expression was. 
Plenary
Cool down.
In groups, students complete a quiz including information they have learnt today. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation and focused questioning during the lesson.
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LESSON 2
Learning objectives 
To choreographic a short group phrase.
To consolidate learning from the previous lesson.
Learning outcomes
A group phrase portraying 1930s-1940s social dance.  
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Recap the work covered in the previous lesson to help pupils make links. This can also be 
used as an opportunity for assessment of learning. 
Students to choreograph their own dance in groups of 4 (suggested 4 sets of 8).
Peer reciprocal task. Half the class perform their choreography whilst half the class watch 
and comment on who stood out for them and why. 
Plenary
Cool down. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 3
Learning objectives 
To make links between the social, historical and cultural context of WWII and creative ideas.
Learning outcomes
A group dance that uses movement to show narrative and characters.
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Show the class various images of soldiers in the trenches.
Class discussion about what they think is happening in the images. 
Explain the term, ‘phrase’.
Teacher teaches a movement phrase based on life in the trenches.
Working in the same groups as last lesson, students will add four movements to the end of 
the teacher’s phrase, using the images as inspiration. 
Each group performs their choreography and the audience gives feedback focusing on the 
use of movement and expression to communicate a character. 
Plenary
Cool down.
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.
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LESSON 4
Learning objectives 
To understand the terms unison and canon.
To apply unison and canon to the ‘trenches phrase’. 
Learning outcomes
A group dance that incorporates unison and canon.
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Recap the work covered in the previous lesson to help pupils make links. This can also be 
used as an opportunity for assessment of learning. 
Explain the terms unison and canon.
Practice time in groups to apply unison and canon to the trenches phrase.
Plenary
Each group performs their choreography and audience gives feedback on where they saw 
the unison and canon in the dance. 
Cool down. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 5
Learning objectives 
Understanding and exploration of how to generate movement ideas for a duet.
Learning outcomes
A duet including contact work that communicates the choreographic intention of being on 
the battlefield. 
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Briefly recap the key terms covered in the previous lesson to help pupils make links. This can 
also be used as an opportunity for assessment of learning. 
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Put students into pairs. Name students A and B in each pair.
Teacher to demonstrate how to build a movement sequence in a pair based on the idea of 
being on the battlefield. Person A performs a move (attack) and person B performs a move 
that blocks A’s attack. 
Students to create a duet made of 8 movements (4 attacks and 4 blocks). 
Peer reciprocal task. Put students with another pair; one pair dances while the other 
watches and gives feedback on how well the movement flows. Swap and repeat the task. 



Plenary
Cool down.
Share learning objectives of the next lesson,         
helping pupils to make links between their         
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation         
during the lesson.

LESSON 6
Learning objectives 
To recall movement from the previous lesson.
To apply feedback and improve the battlefield duet. 
Learning outcomes
A duet inspired by the battlefield of WWII. 
An evaluation of the use of actions, space, dynamics used in the duet.
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Introduce the meaning of key terms: actions, space, dynamics.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Pairs to recap and improve the choreography for their duet based on the feedback given in 
the previous lesson.
Each pair to perform their duet. The audience gives feedback, trying to guess the intention/
characters/narrative of the duet and commenting on the effective choice of actions, space 
and dynamics.
Plenary
Cool down.
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 7
Learning objectives 
To create a character inspired by WWII.
To choreograph a phrase communicating that character.
Learning outcomes
Begin to choreograph a phrase embodying the chosen character/narrative. 
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
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Main
Show images of different roles in WWII. Discuss as a class.
Students will work independently and will create their own character that they might find 
in WWII.
Students will begin by writing a short letter as their character. 
Students will begin to choreograph a solo phrase as their character; focusing on character, 
narrative and expression. 
Plenary
The class feeds back on how easy/challenging they have found the task so far. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 8
Learning objectives 
To understand the use of expressive skills in dance. 
To produce a short solo.
Learning outcomes
Perform a solo accurately. 
Apply expressive skills effectively in performance. 
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Practice time for students to recap their solo from last lesson and to finish 
choreographing their phrase.  
Plenary
Students perform for each other in small groups. The audience will guess which character 
the performers are, or which narrative they are expressing. Encourage students to give 
reasons for their interpretations by supporting them with a movement example. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 9
Learning objectives 
Introduction to motif development. 
To understand how to apply development devices.
Learning outcomes
A solo performance incorporating choreography and developed material.  
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 

WWII 
KS2 Dance Scheme of work



Main
Students recap their solo from the previous lesson. 
Introduce motif development. Explain three ways in which a motif can be developed. 
Independently, students will add on to this solo by developing movement from their 
previous movement section (this can be a differentiated task where students can choose 
between two and five development devices to apply).
Plenary
In pairs, one student dances while the other watches. The observer tries to identify which 
motif development devices have been applied. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 10
Learning objectives 
To recap the key skills and themes explored in the topic so far.
To recap previous movement sequences and choreograph the first half of a whole-class 
dance.
Learning outcomes
Choreograph and perform the first half of a whole-class dance.
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
The names or definitions of key words explored in the previous lesson will be displayed 
on the board. Students have to fill in the blanks (identifying the correct name/definition) 
verbally. 
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Verbally revisit all the tasks that have been completed in the unit so far. It might help to 
create a mind map of the themes, characters and narratives that have been explored.
Practice time for students to remember the first two movement sequences of the scheme of 
work (solo dance and soldier phrase). 
Practice time for students to choreograph linking movement between the two sequences. 
Students perform their dance so far.
Plenary
Recap learning from today.
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 11
Learning objectives 
To recall the choreography for all sections of the group dance.
To combine all sequences into a whole-class choreography. 
Learning outcomes
Perform every section of the whole-class dance with prompts from the teacher.
Starter
Complete register.



Check if pupils have any injuries.
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Pupils to discuss and share their design ideas for costume for this dance. This could be a 
discussion in small groups or a class discussion.
Warm up. 
Main
As a class, recap the section that was choreographed in the previous lesson. 
Practice time in groups to recall the movement for the battlefield duets and letter solos.
Practice time to link all sections of the dance together. 
Plenary
Perform the dance in full with prompts from the teacher. 
Share learning objectives of the next lesson, helping pupils to make links between their 
learning today and next lesson. 
Assessment 
Formative assessment through observation during the lesson.

LESSON 12
Learning objectives 
To perform the group dance for the end of topic assessment.
To apply expressive skills effectively in performance.
Learning outcomes
Performance of the final group dance. 
Starter
Complete register.
Check if pupils have any injuries.
Go through the assessment criteria for the end of topic performance. 
Share learning objectives of todays lesson with the class. 
Warm up. 
Main
Rehearse the whole dance as a class several times so that students can perform confidently 
without the teacher’s help. 
Final performance of the complete dance. This will be their summative assessment of 
choreography and performance for the unit. 
Plenary
Recap of learning throughout the unit including key words that have been learnt. 
Cool down: teacher-led stretch sequence. 
Assessment 
Summative assessment through the final performance.
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