
ARTS CENTRE
WASHINGTON 
VISUAL STORY
This story is to help you plan your visit to   
Arts Centre Washington.

There are lots of things to see and do in Arts Centre Washington. 
The Centre is open Tuesday to Saturday. You can check our 
website for the latest opening times here.

https://sunderlandculture.org.uk/our-venues/arts-centre-washington/plan-your-visit/


GETTING TO ARTS CENTRE 
WASHINGTON
You can travel to Arts Centre Washington in lots of ways. 
Most people come by car or bus or they walk

If you travel by car, there is a car park right outside the 
Centre.

You might travel by bus and there are lots of bus stops  
close by.

c

Getting to Arts Centre 

You can travel to Arts Centre Washington in lots of 
ways.  Most people come by car or bus or they walk 

If you travel by car, there is a car park right outside 
the Centre. 

You might travel by bus and there are lots of bus 
stops close by.



c

Arriving at Reception

As you walk up to Arts Centre Washington you will see 
the doors to reception.  You will need to push the door 
on the right to get inside. 

The reception has some display cases with artwork for 
sale in them.  This area can get busy when people are 
waiting to go into a performance in the Theatre but it is 
usually quite quiet most of the time. 

There will be a member of staff in reception when you 
arrive.  This person can help you if you need anything 
but if you know where you are going or just want to look 
around you don’t need to stop. 
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THE LOW BARN
You might use the Low Barn for an event or session that’s 
happening here.

You can reach the Low Barn by walking through Reception 
and turning left.

There are some paintings on the walls. There might be 
some tables and chairs in here when you visit.
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THEATRE

You might use the Theatre to watch a performance. You will 
come into the room through a door at the back of the room 
and sit in one of the seats in this picture. 

It sometimes gets darker than this in this room but there 
will always be some lights on so you can see what’s 
happening. There might also be some loud noises in some 
performances. If you need to know what to expect please 
ask a member of staff.

The chairs you see in this picture (called raked seating) 
are sometimes put away. If this happens you will be given 
somewhere else to sit in the Theatre.
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GETTING INTO 
THE THEATRE
There are signs up in Arts Centre Washington to show you 
the way to the Theatre. If you’re not sure where to go, you 
can ask a member of staff.

Before going in to the Theatre you may need to climb 
some stairs. Staff can show you where these stairs are or 
you can follow the signs in the Centre. You will only need 
to use these stairs if the raked seating is out. Arts Centre 
Washington staff will be happy to help you if you are unsure.

There is an accessible toilet near the entrance to the Theatre. 
There is another accessible toilet through the Low Barn.
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THE COURTYARD BAR
There is a bar in Arts Centre Washington called The 
Courtyard. People can buy alcoholic drinks and soft drinks 
here. People can also buy meals here. There is a menu (list 
of meals) on each table or at the bar.

This area sometimes gets a bit noisier than the rest of the 
building. There is sometimes music playing in here and 
there are food smells.The Courtyard Bar
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RECORDING STUDIO
The Recording Studio is usually used by people who want 
to record music and singing. There are computers and 
machines that can record sounds and play them back so 
you can listen to them. There are 2 parts to the Recording 
Studio. The Control Room (in the first photograph below) 
and the Live Room (in the second photograph below). There 
is a window between the rooms so people in each room can 
see into the other.
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This guide was created through Sunderland Culture’s Great Place programme, thanks to 
National Lottery funding from Arts Council England and National Lottery Heritage Fund, and 

supported by Sunderland City Council.

You are always welcome to visit our venue when we are open. If you would like any 
more information or have any questions, please contact us in the following ways:

Sunderland Culture
info@sunderlandculture.org.uk

National Glass Centre / 
Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art
info@nationalglasscentre.com
0191 515 5555

Arts Centre Washington
acw@sunderland.gov.uk
0191 561 3455

Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens
museums@sunderland.gov.uk
0191 561 2323


