
Sunderland Social Prescribing Partnership: Thriving Communities  

Call Out: Digital Storyteller 

 

Sunderland Social Prescribing Partnership are seeking an experienced individual or 

organisation who can create a short film/animation. We are looking for someone who is 

adept at working in community settings, at capturing the experiences of the people they 

speak to and conveying stories to different audience groups, in order to document the 

journey of our social prescribing programme and its impact. 

 

Brief Overview  

Sunderland Social Prescribing Partnership sees the collaboration of Sunderland Culture, 

Groundwork NE, Equal Arts, Sunderland Carers Centre and Sunderland GP Alliance brought 

together to improve and increase the range and reach of social prescribing community 

activities – especially for those most impacted by Covid-19 and health inequalities.  

Sunderland Culture is the lead organisation for the Sunderland Social Prescribing 

Partnership. Funded through The Thriving Communities Fund, the partnership will come 

together to plan and deliver community activities involving the arts, creativity and culture, 

sport and nature. 

 

Background  

Sunderland Culture is brings together some of Sunderland’s most loved cultural assets and 

activities to realise the ambition of a city brimming with creative potential. We deliver the 

programme in National Glass Centre and Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art, 

Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens, Arts Centre Washington and The Fire Station, with 

a combined audience of over 700,000. In addition, we run cross-city programmes. Our 

mission is to improve life for everyone in Sunderland through culture. Sunderland Culture 

brings together the investment of the 3 main funders of arts provision in the city, Sunderland 

City Council, University of Sunderland and Music, Arts & Culture Trust into a single, 

independent, and resilient delivery model. In 2018 we became an Arts Council England 

National Portfolio Organisation. 

Social prescribing aims to address the challenges faced by GPs of increasing pressure and 

stretched resources. It recognises that the determinants of health are wide and varying. It 

tackles these by connecting people with voluntary and community organisations who provide 

a range of support options. Nationally, the way social prescribing is delivered differs, with 

models tailored to local resources and opportunities. Fundamental to all is that social 

prescribing is a way of linking people with non-medical support to improve  physical and 

mental wellbeing whilst connecting people with their local communities and supporting 

individuals and communities to feel more empowered.  

 

 

https://sunderlandculture.org.uk/about-us/our-funders/
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/
https://www.sunderland.ac.uk/
https://www.mactrust.org.uk/


Purpose 

The commission aims to address the following:  

 

• Creatively document a selection of SSPP activities and evidence the benefits of the 

approach for city-wide partners e.g. GP’s, link workers, funders and the wider 

community. 

• To document the impact of the Sunderland Social Prescribing Partnership by bringing 

examples to life, portraying several patients’ or community groups stories about their 

different experiences, the support they received, the impact it has had on their health 

and wellbeing, and how it has improved their connectedness to the local community. 

• Use digital media to document stories that deepen others’ understanding of social 

prescribing and the processes that strengthen our communities. 

• Create a digital story that can be used as legacy to the programme, to engage 

people by making the topic relatable, inviting people to engage with the stories and 

take action as a result of seeing it. 

• Raise the profile of social prescribing and promote the benefits of 

cultural/environmental activities for health and wellbeing. 

 

We believe that by creatively capturing real-life stories, we can understand ourselves and 

each other more fully. We want to create an audience empathy by capturing the experiences 

of people who have been on a journey of change through our Thriving Communities 

programmes.  Methods may include interviews and observations as examples. 

 

We want this to be a jargon-free, relatable, community-focused, clear, upbeat, innovative 

and moving documentation of the programme.  We will be using this narrative piece as one 

element of our project evaluation, to compliment the quantitative methods. The 

film/animation will be used as evidence to funders, GP’s, link workers, key health staff and to 

members of the public via GP practices and we hope, will promote the impact of social 

prescribing more widely. 

 

Key info 

• This is a freelance contract and the contract will begin November 2021 and will be 

completed by end of March 2022.  

• Informal, digital interviews will be held w/c 15th November 2021. 

• The successful applicant will be required to travel to different venues across the city 

as part of work.  

• Applicants will be required to have a current DBS check and Public Liability 

Insurance.  

 

 



How will it be distributed? 

It will be distributed on our social media platforms, websites and potentially in GP practices. 

 

Partner credits 

All funders and SSPP partners will be credited in the finished piece, along with the credit to 

the successful commissioned artist. 

 

Format and duration 

We would like a film/animation that can be shared on social media platforms, in GP 

surgeries on screen, on our Sunderland Culture website and partnership platforms.  The 

duration of the work should be approx 4 minute in length with additional short form edits of 

the film/animation at  approx 1 minute in length which can be shared on social media. 

 

Deadline for applications: Monday, 8th November 2021. 

 

Budget 

£3,500 inclusive of all travel and expenses. Activity will take place in community venues 

across the city, capturing approximately 3 case studies of people taking part in social 

prescribing activities.  

 

How to submit: 

Applicants should send a short proposal by email, outlining their suggested approach and 

provide examples of previous work. Applications to Sunderland Social Prescribing Manager, 

Vicki Kennedy at: vicki.kennedy@sunderlandculture.org.uk  

 

mailto:vicki.kennedy@sunderlandculture.org.uk

