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EXHIBITIONS

Libita Sibungu, Quantum Ghost (8), (9), (10),
2019. Arts Council Collection, Southbank
Centre, London © the artist. Installation
view (detail) at Spike Island, Bristol. Image
courtesy of the artist. Photo: Max McClure.

WHERE THERE’S SPACE 		
TO GROW

Discover Sunderland’s fascinating history,
outstanding art exhibitions and immersive
Winter Gardens - all under one roof!
Delve into the story of Sunderland,
its people, its industries and the
fascinating worlds beyond. With a
collection dating back to 1846, there are
plenty of weird and wonderful surprises
in store!

Wallace the Lion, who remains our
most popular exhibit after 143 years!

Sunderland’s rich history is explored
across four floors, with spaces
dedicated to shipbuilding, coal mining,
glass making and pottery as well as
many other aspects of the city’s past.

Whilst here, immerse yourself in the
Winter Gardens - home to our resident
Koi Carp - and browse the shelves of
the City Library.

Find out about the lives of the Anglo
Saxon monks, who resided at St Peter’s
Monastery in Monkwearmouth, or
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Alongside permanent and temporary
exhibitions, our ever-changing family
events programme includes themed
workshops, crafts and story times.

Complete your visit with a bite to eat
or drink at Bennelli’s and enjoy the
fantastic range of gifts and local craft
items available at the Museum Shop.

Zubin Thomas, Castle of Barriers, 2021, pen on
paper. Photo: courtesy of the artist.

ARTS COUNCIL COLLECTION
PRINT DISPLAY: YOUNG ARTIST
VOICES – SELECTED BY YOUNG
ASIAN VOICES

Until Saturday 12 March 2022

Saturday 9 April - Sunday 5 June 2022

Where There’s Space To Grow is an
exhibition curated by the Celebrate
Different Collective, a group of young
people living in Sunderland, which
creatively reflects on the industrial
decline of the 1980s in North East
England, while looking ahead to a
shared progressive future.

As part of our three-year partnership
with the Arts Council Collection, we
have developed a series of three print
displays from its print collection by
working with local community groups
around Sunderland.

Arts Council Collection artworks sit
alongside new works created by local
Sunderland residents which reveal
stories that encourage us to dig deep.
Championing diversity in a shifting
cultural and physical landscape, this
exhibition asks: how can we create
space for all of us to grow?

This display, the third and final in the
series, has been chosen by Young Asian
Voices’ - young people and volunteers
from ‘VIP-Culture N Us’ – a creative
group of ethnically diverse young
artists from Sunderland who have been
exploring the vast and extraordinary
collection. The group have selected a
wide range of emotive portraits from
Arts Council Collection to display
alongside some of their own artworks,
objects, videos and a graffiti mural.
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EXHIBITIONS

WE
ARTS COUNCIL
COLLECTION
Over the past three years, incredible
works of modern and contemporary art
from the Arts Council Collection have
come to Sunderland. This has been
possible as Sunderland Culture is an Arts
Council Collection National Partner.

GRAYSON PERRY: THE VANITY
OF SMALL DIFFERENCES

Through National Partners Programme,
we presented a series of exhibitions
at Sunderland Museum & Winter
Saturday 9 April – Sunday 5 June 2022
Gardens, National Glass Centre and
Grayson Perry’s series of large colourful
time and described by the artist as ‘a
online, inspired by work from the Arts
tapestries depicting the life of fictional
portrait of Britain to wrap yourself up in,
Council Collection, with thousands of
Sunderland born character Tim
a giant banknote; things we love, and
people from Sunderland taking part
Rakewell returns to the city for the
love to hate.’
in linked activities and projects. Our
tenth anniversary of the work. Follow
Art Champions explored the collection
Free tickets available to book on
Tim’s story through the British class
and we launched an app Art Crush
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
from
system from his working-class roots
to discover the art you love. Antony
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2022.
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millionaire. Produced alongside the
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came back to the North East and
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All logos including the Arts Council Collection, British Council, Arts Council England, Artfund, Sfumato Foundation, Channel 4 and Alix
Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art.
Partners logos should be included on intro panels, marketing and publicity materials sized A5 or bigger with the full credit (below).

A5 or smaller should include the written credit.
Grayson Perry, The AgonyMaterials
in the
Car Park, 2012, Wool, cotton, acrylic, polyester and silk
tapestry, Edition of 6 + 2 AP, 200 x 400cm. © the artist. Gift of the artist and Victoria Miro
Gallery with the support of Channel 4 Television, the Art Fund and Sfumato Foundation with
additional support from AlixPartners.

Thank you to the Arts Council Collection
for the National Partners Programme,
which is supported by using public
funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England.

ANTHONY AMOAKO-ATTAH:
TRANSITION
Saturday 2 April – Sunday 5 June
2022
Ghanaian born, University of
Sunderland graduate, glass artist
Anthony Amoako-Attah has
completed an exciting new glass
artwork ‘Transition IV’ which entered
the Museum Collection last year.
‘Transition IV’ alongside other
glass works by Anthony AmoakoAttah will be on display in the Art
Gallery alongside an extensive
online exhibition which explores the
influences and narratives that make
up the glass work available to view at
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk.
This new commission has been
funded by the James Wilson Fund,
thanks to the generous support of
FOSUMS. With additional support via
the National Partners Programme,
using public funding by the National
Lottery through Arts Council England.
Anthony Amoako-Attah, Stole, 2021. Photo:
Colin Davison.

We hope you have enjoyed exploring
the Arts Council Collection with us.
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Full written credit

Full written credit

Arts Council Collection, Southbank Centre, London and British Council. Gift of the artist and Victoria Miro
Arts
Council
Collection,
Southbank
Centre,
and
British
Council.
Gift ofwith
the additional
artist andsupport
Victoria Miro
Gallery
with
the support
of Channel
4 Television,
theLondon
Art Fund
and
Sfumato
Foundation
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BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK: 11 – 20 MARCH
This year marks 100 years since Pyrex was made in Sunderland. At the Museum
there will be three displays celebrating glass; beginning with Jobling’s art glass,
then a Pyrex display to mark the 100th anniversary and a finally a look at ‘Pyrex
through the Decades’.
The city’s glassmaking tradition will be celebrated with a rich programme of events
recognising the important role of glassmaking in the story of Sunderland and the
people that live here.
Pyrex100 is generously supported by the Esmée Fairbairn
Collections Fund, administered by the Museums Association
on behalf of the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.

CLIMATE ACTION DAY
Saturday 12 March, 10am – 3.30pm

PYREX100: JOBLINGS 1930S
ART GLASS
Saturday 19 March – Saturday 27
August 2022
Pyrex100 opens by highlighting the
art glass Jobling’s Wear Glass Works
made in the 1930s. The range was
an experiment by the firm at a time
when their highly lucrative licence
to produce Pyrex was under review.
Designers were recruited from France
to produce modern glass in up-todate colours. They imitated the more
expensive French products of the 1920s
and 1930s, such as Lalique. It was much
cheaper than glass made by the French
firms, aiming at stylish though not rich
customers. The range was only made for
a few years. Although not a profitable
line in its time, Jobling’s art glass is now
popular with collectors.
6

PYREX100: LOVE PYREX
Saturday 23 April
10am – 12pm and 1 – 3pm
Has your special Pyrex dish or tea
service taken centre stage at family or
national celebrations over the years
such as Royal Weddings or Jubilee
Parties? Bring your celebration Pyrex
to the Museum to be photographed
and your images and memories will be
added to our digital archive of Pyrex
love stories. We are particularly looking
for a coronet pattern tea set for our
Platinum Jubilee Celebration display.
Pre-book your 30-minute timeslot
on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the
Museum Shop.

Join us for a day of talks, workshops and
information stalls to raise awareness
of climate change and what we can
all do to help Sunderland become
carbon neutral by 2040. This event is
part of the learning programme for the
exhibition Where There’s Space to Grow
and is supported by the University of
Sunderland’s Environmental Society.
Some activities must be pre-booked
on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the
Museum Shop.

PLANET PLEDGES
WORKSHOP
Saturday 12 March, 1.30pm – 2.30pm
and 2.30pm – 3.30pm
Make a planet pledge using
recycled materials with artist Louise
Underwood to decorate the Winter
Gardens. £2 per person.
Please note: Places must be prebooked on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
or the Museum Shop.

MINI SCIENCE CLUB
Friday 18 March, Friday 29 April,
Friday 20 May and Friday 24 June,
1.30pm – 2.30pm
Join the team from Big Science UK
for fun activities for 1 – 4 year olds.
During each session your child will not
only play and explore, but they will
also be actively learning, creating and
thinking critically every week. Enjoy
age-appropriate hands-on experiments,
learning and messy play with a science
twist. £5 per child.
Mini Science Club sessions will be messy
and involve using the whole body to
explore and experiment so please wear
appropriate clothes. To find out more
visit www.bigscienceuk.com.
Please note: Places must be pre-booked
on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the
Museum Shop.
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EASTER: SATURDAY 9 APRIL – FRIDAY 22 APRIL

DINO EGG HUNT

Saturday 2 April – Friday 22 April
Follow the trail to find the dinosaur
eggs and babies and answer the
questions to claim a themed prize.
Trails are £2.50 per person and can be
purchased from the Museum Shop.

LITTLE DOG TRUMP TRAIL
Saturday 9 April – Friday 20 May

GRAYSON’S PEOPLE

Wednesday 13 April and Friday 22 April,
11am – 12.30pm and 1.30pm – 3pm
(drop in)
Make a paper sculpture of a character
inspired by Grayson Perry: the Vanity
of Small Differences to take home.
Choose from a selection of the tapestry
characters or make your own. Places
will be limited due to social distancing
and you may have to queue. £2 per
child and adults go free.
8

Can you find a little pug dog called
Trump hiding around the Museum
Galleries and Winter Gardens? Each dog
will have a story about a place or object
featured in Grayson Perry: the Vanity
of Small Differences. Find them all and
try the different drawing challenges
to claim a prize. Trails are £2.50 per
person and can be purchased from the
Museum Shop.

KENTE WEAVING FUN

Monday 11 April, 11am – 12.30pm and
1.30pm – 3pm
Join textile artist Louise Underwood
as we try a range of simple, traditional
weaving techniques inspired by
pattern, design and symbolism in Kente
Weaving. This traditional artform from
Ghana in Africa has inspired the glass
designs made by Ghanian-born artist
Anthony Amoako-Attah whose work is
now on display in the Art Gallery. We
encourage adult participants to get
involved and support younger children
to explore.
£2 per child and adults go free.
Please note: Places must be prebooked on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
or the Museum Shop.

TIM’S ADVENTURES ON 		
THE WEAR

Wednesday 20 April, 11am – 12.30pm
and 1.30pm – 3pm
Join animator Sheryl Jenkins to
create an animated adventure for
Tim Rakewell and his pug dog Trump
from the Vanity of Small Differences
tapestries by artist Grayson Perry.
Details of software to download onto
your mobile phone or tablet for the
session will be provided when booking.
£2 per child and adults go free.
Please note: Places must be prebooked on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
or the Museum Shop.
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SUNDERLAND
HERITAGE FORTNIGHT:
21 MAY – 5 JUNE:
Saturday 21 May – Sunday 3 July

INSPIRED BY GRAYSON: A
TAPESTRY FOR 2022
See a new textile banner created by
school children from Sunderland
working with artist Kerry Cook,
inspired by Grayson Perry: the Vanity
of Small Differences.

GRAYSON PERRY
TAPESTRIES - GUIDED
TOURS
Wednesday 20 and Saturday
30 April
Monday 9, Friday 20, Monday 23
and Tuesday 24 May
1pm and 1.40pm
Join one of our expert tour
guides to follow the story of the
Sunderland-born character Tim
Rakewell in the Grayson Perry
tapestries as he moves through
the different social classes in
Britain. Tours will take approx. 30
minutes and must be pre-booked
on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or
the Museum Shop.
£2 per person.

Monday 23 May

ALL IN THE BEST POSSIBLE
TASTE WITH GRAYSON PERRY:
WORKING CLASS TASTE
11am – 12pm

See the Sunderland episode of the
Channel 4 film that was made in 2012
to accompany the Vanity of Small
Differences exhibition and tour.
Saturday 21 May - Sunday 3 July

PYREX100: A RIGHT ROYAL
CELEBRATION
See community displays of Pyrex to
mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
including garden party tea sets and
celebration themed designs.

Please pre-book your free place on
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the
Museum Shop.

Saturday 28 May

PYREX100: LOVE (TO HATE)
PYREX DAY
10am – 12pm and 1pm – 3pm
Bring the Pyrex you love to hate to the
Museum to be photographed and your
images and memories will be added
to our digital archive of Pyrex stories.
Pre-book your 30-minute timeslot
on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the
Museum Shop.

Thursday 26 May

THE FALKLANDS CONFLICT 40TH ANNIVERSARY: AN
INTERACTIVE TALK BY JOHN SADLER
1 – 2pm

Join historian John Sadler as he recounts the experience of soldiers fighting in
the Falklands Conflict of 1982. There will be the chance to see and handle military
equipment from the time.
Please pre-book your free place on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the Museum Shop.
10
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MAY HALF TERM: 28 MAY – 5 JUNE

Monday 30 May

Saturday 4 June

LOWRY FAMILY DAY

A CURIOUS JUBILEE WITH
CURIOUS ARTS

11am, 1pm and 2.30pm

Few people know that L.S. Lowry was an official artist for the Queen’s Coronation on
2 June 1953. Help to create a Lowry inspired landscape to celebrate 70 years of the
Queen’s reign using a range of art techniques. £2 per child, adults go free.
Please note: Places must be pre-booked on sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or the
Museum Shop.

Wednesday 1 June

PLATINUM JUBILEE
COASTERS
1.30pm – 3pm

Join artist Sue Woolhouse to create
your own Platinum Jubilee inspired
fused glass coaster with crowns, flags
or tea party symbols. Tickets are £5 per
person. Suitable for ages 7+.
Please note: Places must be prebooked on sunderlandmuseum.org.
uk or the Museum Shop.
12

11am – 2pm FREE (drop in)

Experience Sunderland Museum &
Winter Gardens like the Queen on a
royal visit, as the Museum gets Curious
in celebration of Her Majesty’s Platinum
Jubilee. Craft a crown for your very own
coronation, officially re-open the Winter
Gardens, search the Museum for the
mysterious contents of the Queen’s
handbag and much more…

THE QUEEN THROUGH
TIME TRAIL
Sat 21 May – Friday 1 July

Celebrate 70 years of the Queen’s
reign by exploring events that
happened over the past seven
decades through objects and stories
in the Museum Galleries and Winter
Gardens. Answer the questions
and return your completed trail to
Museum reception to claim a prize.
Trails are £2.50 per person and can be
purchased from the Museum Shop.

Join us for A Curious Jubilee, where
everyone can be themselves, be royal
for the day and you might even meet a
queen!
A small charge may apply for some
activities to cover materials. Spaces
are limited and you may need to
queue. To find out more please visit
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk.
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SHOP

Whether you’re buying a gift for
a friend or a treat for yourself, the
Museum Shop has a great collection of
goodies to choose from.
Our Spring collection includes colourful
children’s gifts, art prints and greetings
cards, as well as beautiful, locally crafted
homewares and designer jewellery.
From pieces handmade by local artists
and craftspeople to books and toys
inspired by the Museum’s Collection,
our shop is the perfect place to pick up
a handmade Birthday gift for someone
special, or an Easter present for your
family.

To book visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or call 0191 561 2323

FOOD AND DRINK

Located on the ground floor, Bennelli’s
is a fantastic spot to grab a coffee and
a bite to eat. Bennelli’s serves a wide
range of freshly made traditional
Italian food, alongside some English
classics, with a wide variety of cakes
and seasonal ice cream sundaes and
cocktails. Gluten free, dairy free,
vegetarian and vegan options available.
Dine in the relaxing coffee shop or on
the outside patio overlooking the
park, there’s something for everyone
to enjoy!
For more information visit
@Bennelli’s_coffeebarbistro on
Facebook.

Exclusive products also available to
buy online at
www.shop-sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
14
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CONFERENCES AND
MEETINGS
Set in a convenient citycentre location, our unique
galleries and spaces are ideal
for conferences, lectures and
meetings. From small groups
to larger events, we can provide
an unusual and inspiring venue.
If you are interested in booking
any of our rooms or spaces
please contact the Museum on
0191 5612323 or
museums@sunderland.gov.uk

CITY LIBRARY
City Library can be found on the
ground floor of Sunderland Museum &
Winter Gardens. A range of events and
workshops take place at the Library
throughout the year including the
annual Literature Festival.
For details and opening times visit:
www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries

SUNDERLAND PIANOFORTE
SOCIETY
A series of monthly piano recitals at
Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens.
For more information please visit
sunderlandpianofortesociety.org
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MUSEUM LEARNING
We welcome group visits each year
from nurseries, schools, FE and HE,
community and family learning
groups. If you are interested in
booking in a visit please contact the

Public Engagement & Learning Team
to book on 0191 5612323 or e-mail
museumlearning@sunderland.gov.uk

THE FRIENDS OF
SUNDERLAND MUSEUMS
(FOSUMS)
FOSUMS is a voluntary organisation
which supports Sunderland Museums
through a monthly talks programme,
fundraising activities and raising the
profile of the Museum in the region.

For more information about FOSUMS
please ring 0191 5142235 or email 		
aps690@yahoo.co.uk.
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Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens is part of the Sunderland
Culture family, which manages an exciting cultural programme
across the city’s key cultural venues including Arts Centre
Washington, The Fire Station, National Glass Centre and Northern
Gallery for Contemporary Art, as well as a programme of cultural
engagement and events across the whole city.

To book visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or call 0191 561 2323

To see our full programme
across all our venues visit
sunderlandculture.org.uk
Sunderland Culture is a Registered Charity, no 1184073.

Highlights across our venues include....

POEMS OF TOWN
During 2021 ‘Poems of
Town’ invited celebrated
Sunderland musicians
Field Music and poet
Paul Summers to work
with young people to
connect the isolated
village communities of
Washington through
music and words.
A short documentary film
of their final performance
will be screened on at Arts
centre Washington on
Tuesday 22 February and
will be available to watch
on Sunderland Culture’s
You Tube channel and
social media.

From high-wire
spectacles across
the River Wear to
creative collaborations
in partnership with
communities around
Sunderland, our citywide programme offers
activities and events
for everyone to enjoy.
Taking place outside of
our main venues some
of our recent events
have included Space
Camp, ACEIDA and Club
Six Twenty from our
Unlocking the Doors
commissions.

The project is supported
by Arts Council England
and Future Arts Centres.
artscentrewashington.co.uk
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NGC GALLERY
GLASS EXCHANGE

26 March – 11 September
Bringing together
ground-breaking
contemporary artists,
with some of the most
highly skilled glass
makers in the country,
Glass Exchange presents
four ambitious new art
works across the North
East, in sites ranging
from Durham Cathedral
to a disused shop in
Sunderland Centre.
Glass Exchange is a
major celebration of
Sunderland’s role as a
world-leading centre for
artistic practice in glass.
nationalglasscentre.com

VINCA PETERSEN:
MAKE SOCIAL HONEY
– A COLLECTIVE
SEARCH FOR JOY
29 January – 2 May
Make Social Honey
presents new and existing
work by internationally
renowned photographer,
installation, multimedia
and performance artist
Vinca Petersen and asks
us to consider where can
JOY be found, is JOY a
subversive act within our
capitalist society, and how
can we come together
again after a long period
of restrictions and social
isolation.
Supported using public
funding by the National
Lottery through Arts
Council England.
northerngalleryfor
contemporaryart.org.uk

GRAYSON PERRY: THE
VANITY OF SMALL
DIFFERENCES
9 April – 5 June 2022
Grayson Perry’s series of
large colourful tapestries
depicting the life of
fictional Sunderland born
character Tim Rakewell
returns to the city for
the tenth anniversary of
the work. Follow Tim’s
story through the British
class system from his
working-class roots to
becoming a computer
software millionaire.
Produced alongside the
television series All in the
Best Possible Taste the
tapestries document a
variety of British tastes
and lifestyles.
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

FIRESTARTERS

December 2021 - June
2022
The Fire Station’s redhot opening season Firestarters - brings an
exciting line-up of artists
to this exceptional new
venue for Sunderland.
Whether you’re an
indie rock champion,
adventurous jazzer,
theatre devotee, comedy
enthusiast or just after
a great night out, our
programme is packed
with entertainment from
music and comedy to
dance and theatre.
Check out what’s coming
up on our website:
thefirestation.org.uk
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VISIT
ACCESS:
Accessible toilets and baby changing
areas available. Lifts are available to
upper floors. Our full Access Statement is
available online.

ADMISSION:
Admission is FREE for everyone.
Some events may have a charge.
Donations are welcome.
TO BOOK:
Telephone: 0191 561 2323
Online: sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
OPENING TIMES:
Monday - Friday: 9.30am-5pm*
Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: closed
*Late night opening Wednesday until
7pm.
Upper level galleries including the Art
and Special Exhibitions Galleries, Winter
Gardens and Bennelli’s Café are open
10am-4pm.
Please check our website for the most up
to date opening hours.
ADDRESS/CONTACT:
Burdon Road, Sunderland, 		
Tyne and Wear SR1 1PP
0191 561 2323 		
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

GETTING HERE:
By car
A1: Take the exit at Jct 62 on A1
northbound or southbound; follow A690
for Sunderland; then A1231 for Hendon,
follow signs for Civic Centre on Burdon
Road.
A19: Take the exit for A183 on A19
southbound; take the exit for A690 on A19
northbound; then A1231 for Hendon, follow
signs for Civic Centre on Burdon Road.
Parking
We do not have a dedicated car park.
The nearest pay and display car park is at
the Civic Centre, approx. 200m away on
Burdon Road. For information on other
pay and display car parks please visit
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
By Metro/Train
The nearest Tyne & Wear Metro station
is Sunderland. This station also operates
trains to Newcastle and Middlesbrough
and is about 100m walk from the Museum.
By bus
Numerous buses stop along Fawcett
Street, Borough Road and John Street, all
of which are within two minutes walk of
the Museum. These include Stagecoach
buses 3, 23, E1, E6 plus Go North East 33,
35, 36 and 56.
For a more detailed map and directions
visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
CONNECT
Join our mailing list at
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
@sunderlandmuseum
@SundMuseum
@sunderlandmuseum

