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WELCOME EXHIBITIONS

Wallace the Lion, who remains our 
most popular exhibit after 143 years! 

Alongside permanent and temporary 
exhibitions, our ever-changing family 
events programme includes themed 
workshops, crafts and story times. 
Whilst here, immerse yourself in the 
Winter Gardens - home to our resident 
Koi Carp - and browse the shelves of 
the City Library. 

Complete your visit with a bite to eat 
or drink at Bennelli’s and enjoy the 
fantastic range of gifts and local craft 
items available at the Museum Shop.

Discover Sunderland’s fascinating history, 
outstanding art exhibitions and immersive 
Winter Gardens - all under one roof! 
Delve into the story of Sunderland, 
its people, its industries and the 
fascinating worlds beyond. With a 
collection dating back to 1846, there are 
plenty of weird and wonderful surprises 
in store! 

Sunderland’s rich history is explored 
across four floors, with spaces 
dedicated to shipbuilding, coal mining, 
glass making and pottery as well as 
many other aspects of the city’s past. 

Find out about the lives of the Anglo 
Saxon monks, who resided at St Peter’s 
Monastery in Monkwearmouth, or 

BRIGHT LIGHTS REMIXED
Saturday 17 September - Saturday 29 
October 
An exhibition celebrating young people 
from Sunderland’s creativity! 
Having evolved over the last 26 years, 
Bright Lights Youth Arts Exhibition, has 
been a platform showcasing young 
artists aged 11-19 in a professional galley 
space and over the last few years has 
been curated by Celebrate Different 
Collective. Celebrate Different Collective 
are a team of young people aged 
13- 25 who organise their own events, 
exhibitions and projects. 
Bright Lights Remixed will showcase 
some of the most exciting artwork by 
young people across Sunderland and 
will be curated by Celebrate Different 
Collective. 

UNIVERSITY OF 
SUNDERLAND ART AND 
DESIGN DEGREE SHOW
Saturday 18 June – Wednesday 31 
August 2022
Each year, the University of 
Sunderland’s School of Art and 
Design holds degree shows for the 
graduating BA(Hons) students. 
The degree show is a culmination 
of the hard work and dedication 
of their students into the final year 
of their course, where they build 
their professional practice, skills and 
experience. It is also a celebration of 
their creativity and the beginning 
of their exciting new journey as 
creative professionals. 

The work of design degree students 
will be shown at Sunderland 
Museum through the summer.

You can also see the Glass and 
Ceramics Degree Show at National 
Glass Centre from 11 to 22 June 2022.

ANTHONY AMOAKO-ATTAH: 
TRANSITION 
Until Monday 29 August 2022
Ghanaian born, University of 
Sunderland graduate, glass artist 
Anthony Amoako-Attah has completed 
an exciting new glass artwork 
‘Transition IV’ which entered the 
Museum Collection last year.

‘Transition IV’ alongside other 
glass works by Anthony Amoako-
Attah will be on display in the Art 
Gallery alongside an extensive 

online exhibition which explores the 
influences and narratives that make 
up the glass work available to view at 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk.

This new commission has been funded 
by the James Wilson Fund, thanks 
to the generous support of FOSUMS. 
With additional support via the 
National Partners Programme, using 
public funding by the National Lottery 
through Arts Council England.
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PYREX 100 
From Saturday 24 September 2022 
Our Pyrex 100 display celebrates the 
centenary by showcasing Sunderland-
made Pyrex from the 1920s to the last 
piece made in 2007.

The whole range of production will be 
on show from domestic ware, caterware, 
promotional items to industrial and 
scientific ware. Experimental pieces will 
be included and ‘one off’ pieces will be 
highlighted.

A specially commissioned short film will 
be screened that looks at the working 
lives of factory workers.

Visitors can discover the story of Pyrex 
made in Sunderland and take pride 
in a workforce that once supplied 
all the Pyrex sold across the British 
Commonwealth, except Canada.

PYREX100: LOVE PYREX
Saturdays 9 July and 24 September
Drop in sessions from 11am – 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm – 3pm
Bring your Pyrex and stories to the 
Museum to be photographed and 
recorded for our Pyrex Love Stories 
online exhibition. If you can’t make 
it in person don’t worry! Submit your 
story online with a photograph or 
short film of you and your Pyrex on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk.

PYREX100: PYREX   
KITCHEN-DINER
From Saturday 24 September  
Visit our 1970s inspired Kitchen-Diner to 
see the prize-winning Pyrex Pattern 2022 
designs made by school children from 
Sunderland and retro cushions made by 
the Museum’s Creative Age group. Watch 
a specially commissioned film of people 
telling their Pyrex Love Stories.

This year marks 100 years since Pyrex was made in Sunderland. At the Museum 
there will be three displays celebrating glass; beginning with Jobling’s art glass, 
then a Pyrex display to mark the 100th anniversary and a finally a look at ‘Pyrex 
through the Decades’.  

The city’s glassmaking tradition will be celebrated with a rich programme of events 
recognising the important role of glassmaking in the story of Sunderland and the 
people that live here.

Pyrex100 is generously supported by the Esmée Fairbairn 
Collections Fund, administered by the Museums Association 
on behalf of the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.

PYREX100: JOBLING’S 1930S 
ART GLASS
Until Monday 29 August 2022 
Pyrex100 opens by highlighting 
the art glass Jobling’s Wear Glass 
Works made in the 1930s. The 
range was an experiment by the 
firm at a time when their highly 
lucrative licence to produce Pyrex 
was under review. Designers were 
recruited from France to produce 
modern glass in up-to-date colours. 

They imitated the more expensive 
French products of the 1920s and 
1930s, such as Lalique. It was much 
cheaper than glass made by the 
French firms, aiming at stylish 
though not rich customers. The 
range was only made for a few 
years. Although not a profitable 
line in its time, Jobling’s art glass is 
popular with collectors.
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AMAZING INVENTORS: 
WILLIAM MILLS
Tuesday 13 September 
1pm – 2pm
Join Tony Hall for a talk about the 
unusual inventions of William Mills, 
including the hand grenade and 
aluminium golf clubs. This activity 
is part of Heritage Open Day 2022. 
Free places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via the 
Museum Shop.

AMAZING INVENTORS: 
JOSEPH SWAN 
Thursday 15 September 
1pm – 2pm 
Join John Sadler for a talk about 
the inventions of Sunderland-born 
Joseph Swan, including the incredible 
incandescent light bulb. This activity 
is part of Heritage Open Day 2022. 
Free places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via the 
Museum Shop.

THREADS
Tuesdays 7 June, 5 July, 6 September, 
4 October
Drop in session from 1pm – 3pm 
Threads is a social, self-help group 
working with yarn and fabric and a 
variety of textile techniques: knitting, 
crochet, rag-rug and hand sewing. 

The group meets monthly to work on 
individual projects and share their skills. 
You can bring your own textile project 
along and everyone is welcome to drop 
in and chat.

SERENITY IN THE GARDEN - 
MORNING MEDITATIONS
Tuesdays, 7 June - 12 July 
9.35am – 10.30am
6-week Introductory Course 
Start your day in the beautiful and 
peaceful setting of the Winter Gardens, 
learning meditation techniques to help 
you build inner calm and tranquillity 
with wellbeing practitioner Shaney 
Barton.  

£30 per person for the full 6-week 
course or £6 per session on a drop-in 
basis. Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via the 
Museum Shop.

ADULT ACTIVITIES

BOTANICAL DRAWING IN 
THE WINTER GARDENS
Wednesdays 1 June, 6 July, 3 
August, 7 September
6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Immerse yourself in the beautiful, 
inspirational and tranquil setting of 
the Museum’s Winter Gardens with 
our monthly Botanical Drawing 
sessions hosted by artist-tutor 
Shaney Barton.

£16 per person per session. 
Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via 
the Museum Shop. 

For more information please visit the 
website or contact jennie.lambert@
sunderland.gov.uk.

CREATIVE AGE
Wednesdays each week
1pm – 3pm
Find your happy place in our weekly 
creative sessions for adults living  
with early to mid-stage dementia 
and their carers and people with long 
term health needs. These artist-led 
sessions are friendly, chatty and fun. 
To register your interest please 
contact Jennie Lambert, Public 
Engagement & Learning Manager, 
jennie.lambert@sunderland.gov.uk or 
drop in to a session for a chat. 
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DISCOVERY 
ZOO
Wednesdays 10 August 
and 24 August
Sessions at 1pm and 2.30pm 
Meet the creatures from Discovery Zoo 
including a Carolina Corn Snake, Giant 
African Millipede, Harlequin Gecko and 
Costa Rican Zebra Tarantula and find 
out about their behaviour and habitats.
Tickets are £3 per child, adults go 
free. Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk 
or via the 
Museum Shop.

TUESDAY MUSEUM CLUB
Tuesdays 7 June, 5 July, 6 
September and 4 October
10am – 11.30am
The Tuesday Museum Club is 
Sunderland Museum & Winter 
Gardens monthly session for home 
educated families with children 
aged 5 – 11 years old. It takes place 
on the first Tuesday of each month 
and is a fun way of learning about 
history, science and art through the 
Museum collections. 

Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via 
the Museum Shop.

MINI SCIENCE CLUB
Fridays 24 June, 22 July, 23 
September and 21 October
1.30pm – 2.30pm
Join the team from Big Science UK 
for fun activities for 1 – 4 year-olds. 
During each session your child 
will not only play and explore but 
they will also be actively learning, 
creating and thinking creatively 
each week. 

£5 per child per session, adults go 
free. Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via 
the Museum Shop.

MARITIME MONDAYS
Mondays 1, 8 and 15 August
Drop in sessions at 11am – 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm – 3pm
From pirate shipwrecks to clay sea 
creatures, enjoy some maritime 
themed creative activities this 
summer. These sessions include 
play-based sensory fun with sand 
pits and seaside toys. 

FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY: 
A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME
Wednesday 27 July 
Drop in session from 1pm – 2.30pm
Discover the ancient history of 
Sunderland by digging for treasures 
in our finds pit and creating your own 
mosaics. 
This activity is part of the CBA Festival 
of Archaeology, from 16 – 31 July 2022.

BIG SCIENCE 
BUBBLE FEST
Monday 22 August 
Sessions at 11am, 
1pm and 2.30pm
Learn about the science of bubbles 
with the team from Big Science UK. 
See demonstrations and have a go at 
some fun bubble experiments. 
Tickets are £5 per child. 
Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via the 
Museum Shop.

ARTY WEDNESDAYS
Wednesdays 3, 17 and 31 August
Drop in session from 1pm – 2.30pm
Take inspiration from the Museum 
collections and get creative this 
summer with painting, pop-up 
pictures and more. 

FOR FAMILIES SUMMER HOLIDAY FUN
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PYREX100: 
PYREX PATTERNS TRAIL
Saturday 23 July – Friday 21 October
Sunderland-made Pyrex is famous for 
its patterns, including animals, fish, 
birds and plants. Follow the pattern trail 
to decode a secret message and claim 
a themed prize. 

Trails are £2.50 per person and available 
to buy from the Museum Shop. 

PYREX100: 
PATTERNED PLATES
Fridays 29 July and 5 August 
Sessions at 11am and 1pm 
Join artist Amy Carter-Taylor to design 
your own plate pattern inspired by 
Sunderland Pyrex designs using your 
own drawings and images from vintage 
newspapers and magazines.  The 
designs you choose will be transferred 
onto a real glass plate to take home! 

This activity is suitable for ages 4+. 
Tickets are £2 per child, adults go 
free. Places can be pre-booked on 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or via the 
Museum Shop. 

PYREX100: 
FAMILY PYREX FRIDAYS
Fridays 12, 19, 26 August and 
2 September
Explore colour, pattern and design in 
weekly creative sessions inspired by 
Sunderland-made Pyrex. 

Please visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk 
for more details.

SPOOKY MUSEUM TRAIL
Saturday 22 October – Monday 31 
October
Can you find the creepy creatures  
and spooky objects hidden around the 
Museum and Winter Gardens? Find 
them all and try the challenges to claim 
a prize. 
Trails are £2.50 per person and available 
to purchase from the Museum Shop.

OUR PYREX RECIPE BOOK
Monday 24 October
Drop in session from 11am – 3pm
Join us for a celebration of autumnal 
comfort grub that can be cooked and 
served in Sunderland Pyrex dishes! 
Share your cosiest cold-weather recipes 
with us inspired by the season – think 
Apple Crumble, Panackelty and baked 
Rice Pudding. 
Please visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk 
for more details. 

HALLOWEEN 
BADGES AND 
MONSTERS
Wednesday 26 October
Drop in session from 1pm – 2.30pm 
Design and make Halloween badges 
and try amazing monster colouring 
activities. 

SPOOKY 
SCIENCE PARTIES
Friday 28 October
Sessions at 11am, 1pm 
and 2.30pm
Join the team from Big Science UK for 
a fabulous spooky party with science 
demonstrations, experiments and glow 
in the dark slime making. 
£5 per child, adults go free. Places can 
be pre-booked on sunderlandmuseum.
org.uk or via the Museum Shop.

BRIGHT LIGHTS REMIXED: 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
TAKEOVER EVENT
Wednesday 26 October
6 – 8pm
Join Celebrate Different Collective, 
Sunderland Culture’s Young Arts 
Leaders, for creative activities, 
workshops, tours and other fun 
activities linked to Bright Lights 
Remixed Youth Arts exhibition. 
Please visit sunderlandmuseum.
org.uk for more details.

OCTOBER HALF TERM



12 13

sunderlandmuseum.org.uk To book visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk or call 0191 561 2323

Whether you’re buying a gift for 
a friend or a treat for yourself, the 
Museum Shop has a great collection of 
goodies to choose from.

Our Summer collection includes 
colourful children’s gifts, art prints and 
greetings cards, as well as beautiful, 
locally crafted homewares and designer 
jewellery. The Museum Shop is the 
perfect place to pick up a handmade 
gift for someone special.

Exclusive products are also available 
to buy online at 
www.shop-sunderlandmuseum.org.uk 

SHOP
Located on the ground floor, 
Bennelli’s is a fantastic spot to grab 
a coffee and a bite to eat. Bennelli’s 
serves a wide range of freshly made 
traditional Italian food, alongside 
some English classics, with a wide 
variety of cakes and seasonal ice 
cream sundaes and cocktails. 
Gluten free, dairy free, vegetarian 
and vegan options available. Dine in 
the relaxing coffee shop or on the 
outside patio overlooking the park, 
there’s something for everyone to 
enjoy! 

For more information visit 
@Bennelli’s_coffeebarbistro 
on Facebook.

FOOD AND DRINK CONFERENCES AND 
MEETINGS
Set in a convenient city centre location, 
our unique galleries and spaces are 
ideal for conferences, lectures and 
meetings. From small groups to larger 
events, we can provide an unusual and 
inspiring venue.

If you are interested in booking any 
of our rooms or spaces please contact 
the Museum on 0191 5612323 or 
museums@sunderland.gov.uk

CITY LIBRARY
City Library can be found on the 
ground floor of Sunderland Museum & 
Winter Gardens. A range of events and 
workshops take place at the Library 
throughout the year including the 
annual Literature Festival. For details 
and opening times visit: 
www.sunderland.gov.uk/libraries

MUSEUM LEARNING
We welcome group visits each year 
from nurseries, schools, FE and HE, 
community and family learning groups. 

If you are interested in booking a visit 
please contact the Public Engagement 
& Learning Team to book on 
0191 5612323 or e-mail 
museumlearning@sunderland.gov.uk

SUNDERLAND 
PIANOFORTE SOCIETY
A series of monthly piano recitals at 
Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens. 
For more information please visit 
sunderlandpianofortesociety.org

THE FRIENDS OF 
SUNDERLAND MUSEUMS 
(FOSUMS)
FOSUMS is a voluntary organisation 
which supports Sunderland Museums 
through a monthly talks programme, 
fundraising activities and raising the 
profile of the Museum in the region.  
For more information about FOSUMS 
please ring 0191 5142235 or email 
aps690@yahoo.co.uk.
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Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens is part of the Sunderland 
Culture family, which manages an exciting cultural programme 
across the city’s key cultural venues including Arts Centre 
Washington, The Fire Station, National Glass Centre and Northern 
Gallery for Contemporary Art, as well as a programme of cultural 
engagement and events across the whole city. 

Highlights across our venues include....

To see our full programme 
across all our venues visit 
sunderlandculture.org.uk

UNIVERSITY OF 
SUNDERLAND ART 
AND DESIGN DEGREE 
SHOW 
Saturday 18 June - 
Wednesday 31 August 
Each year, the University 
of Sunderland’s School 
of Art and Design holds 
degree shows for the 
graduating BA(Hons) 
students. The degree 
show is a culmination 
of the hard work and 
dedication of their 
students into the final 
year of their course. 
It is also a celebration 
of their creativity and 
the beginning of their 
exciting new journey as 
creative professionals. 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

GLASS EXCHANGE 
Until 11 September 
Bringing together ground-
breaking contemporary 
artists, with some of the 
most highly skilled glass 
makers in the country, 
Glass Exchange presents 
four ambitious new art 
works across the North 
East, in sites ranging 
from Durham Cathedral 
to a disused shop in 
Sunderland Centre.

Artworks include:
Colonial Ghost, Pascale 
Marthine Tayou 
The Life of St. Bede, 
Monster Chetwynd 
Ghost Shop, Ryan Gander
The Moment and 
Requiem, Katie Paterson

SUMMER CRAFT AND 
MAKERS FAIR
Saturday 16 July, 
10 – 3pm, 
Free admission
A variety of stalls selling 
products created by local 
and regional artists and 
crafts people, including 
crafty workshops for 
all ages and pop-up 
performances and 
events by Arts Centre 
Washington’s creative 
community!

For more information visit
artscentrewashington.co.uk

From high-wire 
spectacles across 
the River Wear to 
creative collaborations 
in partnership with 
communities around 
Sunderland, our city-
wide programme offers 
activities and events 
for everyone to enjoy. 
Taking place outside of 
our main venues some 
of our recent events 
have included Space 
Camp, ACEIDA and Club 
Six Twenty from our 
Unlocking the Doors 
commissions.

northerngalleryfor
contemporaryart.org.uk 

sunderlandculture.org.uk nationalglasscentre.com

FIRESTARTERS 
The Fire Station’s red-
hot opening season - 
Firestarters - brings an 
exciting line-up of artists 
to this exceptional new 
venue for Sunderland.

Whether you’re an 
indie rock champion, 
adventurous jazzer, 
theatre devotee, comedy 
enthusiast or just after 
a great night out, our 
programme is packed 
with entertainment from 
music and comedy to 
dance and theatre.

Check out what’s coming 
up on our website:
thefirestation.org.uk

ISLAND
Until 11 September
This exhibition brings 
together a broad selection 
of artists to explore the 
notion of ‘Island’ life in 
Britain since 1945. 
‘Island’ explores current 
debates central to 
the costal experience 
including environmental 
change and rising sea 
levels, unemployment, 
poverty, inadequate 
housing and resources, 
and our difficult 
relationship between land 
and sea. These concerns 
are presented side-by-side 
with romantic seascapes 
and documentary 
photography celebrating 
the heydays of the British 
seaside holiday.

Sunderland Culture is a Registered Charity, no 1184073.
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ADMISSION:
Admission is FREE for everyone.
Some events may have a charge. 
Donations are welcome.
TO BOOK:
Telephone: 0191 561 2323
Online: sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
OPENING TIMES:
Monday - Friday: 9.30am-5pm*
Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: closed
*Late night opening Wednesday until 
7pm.
Upper level galleries including the Art
and Special Exhibitions Galleries, Winter
Gardens and Bennelli’s Café are open
10am-4pm.
Please check our website for the most up
to date opening hours.

ADDRESS/CONTACT:
Burdon Road, Sunderland,   
Tyne and Wear SR1 1PP
0191 561 2323   
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

ACCESS:
Accessible toilets and baby changing 
areas available. Lifts are available to upper 
floors except in the Winter Gardens. 
For our Access Statement please visit 
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

GETTING HERE:
By car
A1: Take the exit at Jct 62 on A1 northbound 
or southbound; follow A690 for 
Sunderland; then A1231 for Hendon, follow 
signs for Civic Centre on Burdon Road.
A19: Take the exit for A183 on A19 
southbound; take the exit for A690 on A19 
northbound; then A1231 for Hendon, follow 
signs for Civic Centre on Burdon Road.
Parking
Whilst we do not have our own car park, 
we are based in Sunderland city centre 
with numerous car parks nearby. For 
details visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk
By Metro/Train
By Metro/Train The nearest Tyne & Wear 
Metro station is Sunderland. This station 
also operates trains to Newcastle and 
Middlesbrough and is about 100m walk 
from the Museum. Please note Sunderland 
Station is undergoing major refurbishment 
works, please visit sunderlandmuseum.org.
uk for more details.
By bus
Numerous buses stop along Fawcett 
Street, Borough Road and John Street, all 
of which are within two minutes walk of 
the Museum. These include Stagecoach 
buses 3, 23, E1, E6 plus Go North East 33, 
35, 36 and 56.
For a more detailed map and directions
visit sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

CONNECT
Join our mailing list at
sunderlandmuseum.org.uk

@sunderlandmuseum
@SundMuseum
@sunderlandmuseum

VISIT


